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dubious distinction following exits

01J7. Germany and Netherlands achieve dubious

e
For the first time ever, two top-10 ranked teams were eliminated in
the first round of the knockout stage of the FIFA World Cup. °
Germany (ranked No. 10) and the Netherlands (No. 8) achieved the
dubious distinction after losing on penalties to Paraguay and
Morocco, respectively, in the round of 32 on Monday.

distinction following exits
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e For the first time ever, two top-10 ranked teams were
eliminated in the first round of the knockout stage of the
FIFA World Cup.
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Germany (ranked No. 10) and the Netherlands (No.
8) achieved the dubious distinction after losing on penalties

to Paraguay and Morocco, respectively, in the round of 32 on
Monday.

AFP
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Etruscan tomb now
on public display
after over 160 years
RS | History:-wh

ROME

One of the most important surviving pieces of an-
cient Etruscan artwork went on permanent dis-
play at Rome’s National Etruscan Museum of Villa
Giulia on Tuesday, after the state stepped in to buy
the frescoed tomb.

Named after the archaeologist who unearthed
it in 1857, the Francois Tomb was a richly decorat-
ed burial chamber in the ancient city of Vulci, a
centre of power for the Etruscan civilisation.

The Italian state spent €15 million ($17 million)
ona series of celebrated frescoes found in the cen-
tral hall of the tomb, which were painted between
340 and 320 BC, combining scenes from Greek
mythology with episodes from Etruscan history.

“The Francois Tomb is one of the great trea-
sures of archaeology, in particular, of Etruscan
culture. It tells the story of families, heroes, gods,
and warriors of the Etruscan time,” said Luana To-
niolo, head of the Villa Giulia museum.

The Etruscans dominated large swathes of cen-
tral Italy before the rise of ancient Rome and
helped shape early Roman culture. The Francois
Tomb offers a rare glimpse of the conflict between
the local foes. Among the best-known scenes are
the sacrifice of Trojan prisoners by Achilles and
the liberation of an Etruscan nobleman by Mastar-
na, a warrior whom the Roman emperor Claudius
later identified as Servius Tullius, the sixth king of
Rome. “This is the only portrait of a Roman king
that we actually have,” said Ms. Toniolo.

The tomb was found on land that belonged to
the aristocratic Torlonia family and the frescoes
remained in their private collection until now. Eu-
ropean museums loaned Villa Giulia artefacts of
the tomb which are now being shown alongside
the frescoes for the first time in over 160 years.

01J7. Etruscan tomb now on public display after over 160
years
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e One of the most important surviving pieces of ancient Etruscan
artwork went on permanent display at Rome’s National Etruscan
Museum of Villa Giulia on Tuesday, after the state stepped in to buy the
frescoed tomb.

UTlIeT UgFhel dhell hl T AgcaquT TfaTd Hicdl 7 & Teh &l A7 & Aererel
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e The ltalian state spent €15 million ($17 million) on a series of
celebrated frescoes found in the central hall of the tomb, which were
painted between 340 and 320 BC, combining scenes from Greek
mythology with episodes from Etruscan history.
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e The Etruscans dominated large swathes of central Italy before
the rise of ancient Rome and helped shape early Roman culture.
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o The Frangois Tomb offers a rare glimpse of the conflict between the local foes.
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e Among the best-known scenes are the sacrifice of Trojan prisoners by Achilles and the

liberation of an Etruscan nobleman by Mastarna, a warrior whom the Roman emperor
Claudius later identified as Servius Tullius, the sixth king of Rome.

T T Aey gl 7 Jrfeli eaRT Sroret afe o afdrere TUT ARETHT gaRT Teh UgHhe Felle
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Etruscan History

« The Etruscans were an ancient people of central Italy who created one of the earliest urban
civilizations of the northern Mediterranean.

* Their homeland was called Etruria, roughly covering modern Tuscany, parts of Lazio, and Umbria.
* They flourished mainly from around the 9th century BCE to the 1st century BCE.

* They existed before the rise of Rome and deeply influenced early Roman culture, religion,
engineering, architecture, political symbols, and urban life.

» The Greeks called them Tyrrhenians, and the sea west of Italy is still called the Tyrrhenian Sea.

GS Paper 1. Geography
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One dead, 17 injured as naphtha pipeline catches fire in Bengal

QR ST A AFAT IISYATSA R I A § TF Y 7, 17 gl

One dead, 17 injured
as naphtha pipeline
catches fire in Bengal

“!e !!!u !ureau

HALDIA

One person died and 17
were injured after a fire
broke out in a naphtha pi-
peline of Haldia Petro-
chemicals Ltd. in Purba
Medinipur district of West
Bengal early on Tuesday
morning.

Efforts to contain the
fire continued till late in
the evening. The fire broke
out around 4 a.m, and
within moments, spread to
Chiranjeevpur in Ward No.
13 of Haldia Municipality.

Several houses in the vi-
cinity caught fire. Since
areas surrounding railway

gl

tracks were also affected
by the fire, railway services
were temporarily affected.

The company, in a state-
ment, said, “Preliminary
information suggests that
the incident may have oc-
curred in the vicinity of an
unauthorized  naphtha
theft point located in the
plant vicinity. Naphtha is a
highly combustible and ex-
tremely flammable hydro-
carbon, and the company
has consistently cautioned
local communities against
any unauthorized access to
or handling of petroleum
products due to the se-
rious safety risks involved,”
it said.

01J7. One dead, 17 injured as naphtha pipeline
catches fire in Bengal
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¢ Naphtha is a highly combustible
and extremely flammable hydrocarbon,
and the company has consistently
cautioned local communities against any
unauthorized access to or handling of
petroleum products due to the serious
safety risks involved," it said.

Firefighters try to control the blaze that broke out in a Haldia

a.;q—;n- ﬁ W ﬁ; ﬁwm T m—a‘? a%—;‘r?h'a- Petrochemicals pipeline in West Bengal on Tuesdav. PTi
FTREIHTIT § AT R 78R G SR 3 g0 ¥ g et
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Haldia

« Haldia is an important river-port based industrial town in Purba Medinipur district of West
Bengal.

« It is located near the meeting zone of the Hooghly River and the Haldi River, close to the northern
approach of the Bay of Bengal.

« Haldia is important in geography because it shows how port location, river transport, industrial
raw materials, market access, and planned industrial development together create an industrial
hub.

GS Paper Il: Polity 01 July 2026
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Even the ‘wicked’ have the right to
a lawyer, SC had said in a judgment

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Faizabad Bar's resolu-
tion to deny legal represen-
tation to the accused in the
Ram Temple embezzle-
ment case transgresses a
Supreme Court judgment
that even a “wicked” per-
son has a fundamental
right to a competent
advocate.

The Supreme Court
judgment that clearly
enunciates this highest of
the traditions of the Bar is
based on a case originating
in Tamil Nadu regarding a
confrontation between a
lawyer and local police-
man in Coimbatore. The
local Bar Association had
passed a resolution that no
lawyer would represent
the accused policemen.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Markandey Katju and

A 2010 judgment had
declared that such
resolutions by Bar
bodies were ‘wholly
ille; inst all
traditions and

professional ethics’

Gyan Sudha Misra (both re-
tired now), in a 2010 judg-
ment in A.S. Mohammed
Rafi versus State of Tamil
Nadu, declared that such
resolutions by Bar bodies
were “wholly illegal,
against all traditions and
professional ethics”.

‘Duty of a lawyer’

“Every person, however
wicked, depraved, vile, de-
generate, perverted, loath-
some, execrable, vicious or
repulsive he may be re-
garded by society has a
right to be defended in a
court of law, and corres-
pondingly, it is the duty of
the lawyer to defend him,”

Justice Katju famously ob-
served in a  short
judgment.

The judgment referred
to Article 22(1) of the Con-
stitution, which mandates
that an arrested person
should not be “denied the
right to consult, and to be
defended by, a legal practi-
tioner of his choice”.

Again, the ‘Standards of
Professional Conduct and
Etiquette’ chapter of the
Bar Council of India Rules
require that an advocate is
bound to accept any brief
unless special circum-
stances justify refusal.

“Professional ethics re-
quires that a lawyer cannot
refuse a brief, provided a
client is willing to pay his
fee, and the lawyer is not
otherwise engaged,” the
court said.

Aboycott of an accused,
even if he is a suspected
terrorist, rapist, or mass
murderer, was against all
norms of the Constitution.

The judgment is remem-
bered for giving historical
examples of lawyers, real
and fictional, standing up
for professional values.

Reference to Erskine
Justice Katju referred to
Thomas Erskine’s defence
of Thomas Paine, facing
treason charges for his
pamphlet “The Rights of
Man” on the French Revo-
lution, even at the cost of
losing his position as the
Attorney-General for the
Prince of Wales.

The Bench had quoted
the “ringing words” of the
fictional Atticus Finch in
Harper Lee’s book To Kill a
Mockingbird about cour-
age in profession: “Cour-
age is not a man with a gun
in his hand. It is knowing
you are licked before you
begin, but you begin any-
way and you see it through
no matter what. You rarely
win, but sometimes you
do”

01J7. Even the ‘wicked’ have the right to a lawyer, SC had said in a judgment
Feaad ATy @ Aoty § wgr a1 fF ‘g safFa #Y off ghe o F afAw R

e The judgment referred to Article 22(1) of the Constitution, which mandates that an arrested
person should not be "denied the right to consult, and to be defended by, a legal
practitioner of his choice".

faoTer 7 wfaene & argeads 22(1) #7 Seo@ foham 71T, foraeh 3TaR fondl TRTAR eafed
39el gHE & fafte siffsdt (Legal Practitioner) ¥ TRI#ST el GUT 38 GaRT 3790 SA1G
A & IFURR & afRra gt fFar s @war|
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Venugopal moves privilege
notice against Rajnath over
Operation Sindoor casualties

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress general secretary
K.C. Venugopal on Tues-
day moved a privilege not-
ice against Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh in the
Lok Sabha, accusing him of
misleading Parliament by
stating during the Opera-
tion Sindoor debate last
year that no Indian soldier
had been killed.

In a letter to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Mr. Ve-
nugopal sought initiation
of privilege proceedings
against the Defence Minis-
ter under Rule 223 of the
Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the
Lok Sabha.

The Congress leader
said that during the discus-
sion held in July 2025 on
the Pahalgam terror attack

K.C. Venugopal

and Operation Sindoor,
Mr. Singh had told the
House that no harm had
come to Indian soldiers.

However, he noted that
the government had since
acknowledged that six per-
sonnel of the armed forces
died during the military
operation.

“The Minister’s state-
ment on the floor of the
House that there had been

no casualties during Oper-
ation Sindoor was clearly
misleading and incorrect,”
Mr. Venugopal said in the
notice, adding that mis-
leading Parliament or with-
holding information
amounted to a breach of
privilege and contempt of
the House.

“How could he, in July
2025, say that no Indian
soldier was martyred, and
then a year later the forces
announce that we have lost
six jawans?” he asked in a
post on X.

‘Insult to the families'
He said withholding infor-
mation about the deaths
was an insult to the fami-
lies of the personnel and
the armed forces, adding
that they had laid down
their lives in defence of the
nation.

01J7. Venugopal moves privilege notice against Rajnath over Operation
Sindoor casualties

JUpAT o TR {7 gargal & Aeg W Uy g F Ry RAwtsr g
&1 Afew =

e Congress general secretary K.C. Venugopal on Tuesday moved a privilege notice against
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in the Lok Sabha, accusing him of misleading Parliament
by stating during the Operation Sindoor debate last year that no Indian soldier had been
killed.

FIEAW & FeTaTad .4, JUENUT & HITAR I SFHHT H 6T FHAY Tty g o faeey
frdwiftrer geter #1 AW (Privilege Notice) TGl 3egiat 3T orarrT foh JiTa¥eret gy @@
mﬁ@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁwmmﬁwm%mﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ
Tt g% Tl

o In aletter to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Mr. Venugopal sought initiation of privilege

proceedings against the Defence Minister under Rule 223 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.

ANFHT et A AT AT TG 77 7 A JUENTe o ANFHHT F THHAT Ud F1F FreroT fagait
o fararer 223 & e TaTT At & favey RANTAFER gofer Y FIAATE TReT el 7 3
feam|
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e However, he noted that the government had since acknowledged that six personnel of the
armed forces died during the military operation.

gTcllTeh, 3eglet gl foh d1g H PR of TR 7T o 37 A TR & S T Tall &
OF STarl 1 7cg §5 2|

e "The Minister’s statement on the floor of the House that there had been no casualties during
Operation Sindoor was clearly misleading and incorrect,” Mr. Venugopal said in the notice,

adding that misleading Parliament or withholding information amounted to a breach of
privilege and contempt of the House.

SAfeq & At JUENTe o e, "HIaereT G & RIeT ford o gatea & =1 giat Fael HaT b1 Feet
# e a1 FeFcied TUSE ® § HIAF R ITed UT|" 37giet el foh WG P IAUG HIAT 37T
o= e, SR T secas quT HeeT Y T & FA &

Study breaks down reasons
for low gram sabha turnout

Survey finds work constraints the biggest barrier to participation, with transparency concerns,

limited outcomes, reﬁtitive meetings, and weak grievance resolution among the other obstacles

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ivelihood and occu-
L pational pressures

are the biggest bar-
riers preventing people
from participating in gram
sabhas, but a new study
commissioned by the Un-
ion government found that
another key factor behind
low engagement is “parti-
cipation fatigue”, when re-
peated meetings are held
without visible outcomes.

The study, conducted
by the National Institute of
Rural Development & Pan-
chayati Raj (NIRDPR), Hyd-
erabad, for the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, covered
about 7,790 respondents
across 400 gram pan-
chayats in 213 districts
spanning 26 States and Un-
ion Territories.

While the report does
not provide a nationwide
attendance rate, it found
that nearly half of the res-

Livelihood and work pressures emerged as the main barrier, with
many skipping meetings for this reason. FILE PHOTO

pondents (47%) attended
only one or two meetings
in the previous year.
Awareness levels were high
but uneven. Almost 94% of
respondents reported be-
ing aware of gram sabha
meetings and 83% were
aware of their participa-
tion rights. However, only
59% understood quorum
and procedural require-
ments, indicating that

awareness does not neces-
sarily translate into in-
formed engagement.

Daily wagers

Livelihood and occupa-
tional pressures emerged
as the dominant barrier,
with over 55% of respon-
dents citing them as the
reason for skipping meet-
ings. A more detailed ex-
amination found that most

respondents who were un-
able to attend gram sabha
meetings were daily wage
labourers or migrants who
had moved in search of li-
velihood. The report also-
warned that “participation
fatigue” caused by “repeat-
ed meetings held without
visible outcomes” reduces
public interest and dilutes
the significance of gram
sabha processes.

However, it was a lack of
transparency that emerged
as the top concern, cited
by 45% of respondents,
ahead of the lack of visible
outcomes (42%), repetitive
or formal meetings (33%),
trust issues (33%), political
interference (28%), and
weak grievance resolution
(16%).

The report identified
the gap between grievanc-
es being heard and being
resolved as a factor under-
mining long-term trust and
willingness to continue at-
tending meetings.

01J7. Study breaks down reasons for low gram sabha turnout

HETIA H IH HT A HA 39T F FROIN &7 QAedwor

Page7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in S




9971932488
L

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Livelihood and occupational pressures are the biggest barriers preventing people from
participating in gram sabhas, but a new study commissioned by the Union government
found that another key factor behind low engagement is "participation fatigue”, when
repeated meetings are held without visible outcomes.

ST Ud sarawfAs a1a @Rl &l AT FHIST F H9T olad H Uehol dTell TS FoT ST & |
U ATANTF, Fg BIHR GIRT IV T UF U HEAAT H Tg HT ITAT 31T 7o o HTMGRT T
Teh JHW HROT "HENERY YT (Participation Fatigue)” &, ST e 3cdea glcll § STel SR-8R
IS IMATAT FI SATAT &, WATehed 3Tk PIs TISC TRUNH GTTS LT &t |

The study, conducted by the National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj
(NIRDPR), Hyderabad, for the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, covered about 7,790

respondents across 400 gram panchayats in 213 districts spanning 26 States and Union
Territories.

T IS FATEE & TorT IS T R va garrd I G (NIRDPR), $611616 GaRT
fRT ITT 3T 37TTT 7 26 T Ua g anfld w&2it & 213 et $r 400 197 Taradt & Sfarsvar
7,790 3eRETaT3it &t enfAer fomar aram|

While the report does not provide a nationwide attendance rate, it found that nearly half of
the respondents (47%) attended only one or two meetings in the previous year.

iy Nare # gereardy sufeufa et 1 Scor@ 6T foram T §, AfdheT 38 9 917 o oarerar
3T 3TACSTAT3T (47%) ¥ TSel a¥ FHaeT ek AT &Y ASH1 7 &1 19T form|

Awareness levels were high but uneven.

SRTReRAT FT T 3T T, fohod Tl &9 O faaRa w1t 41|

Almost 94% of respondents reported being aware of gram sabha meetings and 83% were
aware of their participation rights.

TSI 94% JTRETATHT & AT o 3¢ AT THT T ST T SATAFRY 2T TAT 83% 310+t
e AR & aRRT A

However, only 59% understood quorum and procedural requirements, indicating that
awareness does not necessarily translate into informed engagement.

gTellfeh, hdel 59% JTRGIAT &7 P (Quorum) TUT TFHIRTT HTTIRATIT I FIHTT &, Faw
Ig TIST BIAT & o dharel STRTESRT &l 81T TS § Y FHIET Ud giad AefieRy 7 aRafda
ST gl

Daily wagers

sfaw daeanelt sifae

However, it was a lack of transparency that emerged as the top concern, cited by 45% of
respondents, ahead of the lack of visible outcomes (42%), repetitive or formal meetings
(33%), trust issues (33%), political interference (28%), and weak grievance resolution
(16%).

gTellich, URETAAT it Fol Gord a1 RT3 &9 & AT 3778, TS 45% SeReransit o JoqQ Foear
IATIT| 3T STC, TISE TRUTAY FT HHT (42%), TR-IR 37441 3itqarRe S5 &1 33T (33%),
freara &t FAY (33%), TSTfas FETETT (28%), AT FHGR fAFT fATROT sTaTA>T (16%) FT

YT TETI

The report identified the gap between grievances being heard and being resolved as a
factor undermining long-term trust and willingness to continue attending meetings.

RATE & RFrral 1 Gofol AR 37eh FATUTT o oy FHlofe, R i Grerepiioren feame qar St 7
AT AT ol T ST T STOT T HHSI et dTeAT Teh TG HROT AT 47|

| GS Paper 11: Governance | 01 July 2026
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Amit Shah launches new FCRA portal and e-OCI card

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

_ Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday launched
a new portal that, apart
from reducing paperwork,
will speed up clearance of
applications for registra-
tion under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Act, 2010 (FCRA) and also
enable real-time monitor-
ing of foreign fund inflows.

Mr. Shah launched the
FCRA 2.0 Portal and an e-
Overseas Citizen of India
(e-OCI) card initiative in
the presence of Union
Home Secretary Govind
Mohan, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, Director of
Intelligence Bureau (IB)

Mahesh Dixit, and several
other senior officials.

At present, around
14,500 organisations with
FCRA registrations are
working across the coun-
try. FCRA registration is
mandatory for an NGO or
association to receive fo-
reign donations. The Mi-
nistry of Home Affairs
(MHA) said that, under the
Act, approximately 15,000
to 20,000 applications are
made each year and about
17,000 annual returns are
filed. The portal, hosted on
the National Government
Cloud (MeghRaj), includes
features such as process re-
engineering, an integrated
dashboard, Aadhaar-based
authentication, e-Sign fa-

Am?SHah launches FCRA 2.0 Portal in New Delhi. IB chief Mahesh
Dixit (right) and Home Secretary Govind Mohan are seen. ANI

cility, and OCR-based doc-
ument analysis.

Unlike the old website,
the new FCRA portal has
removed the section on
year-wise fresh registra-
tions under the Act. In

2022, the MHA had
dropped sections listing
NGOs whose registrations
were cancelled and the
page detailing the annual
returns filed by each NGO.

The Union Home Minis-

ter said the Centre’s policy
is to ensure transparency
and embrace technology
so that governance be-
comes easy for honest peo-
ple and a strict surveillance
system is put in place for
wrongdoers, making the
country increasingly se-
cure. He said that, prior to
2014, the FCRA system was
entangled in files and pro-
cedures and was beyond
proper oversight, which is
critical for both national
security and development.
In the past few years, there
had been a significant in-
crease in the number of ap-
plications and the flow of
foreign donations, he
added.

The new portal would

01J7. Amit Shah launches new FCRA portal and e-OClI card
AT A & AT FCRA e 31X $-3i3ms &1 o fvar

lead to effective monitor-
ing of foreign contribu-
tions made with wrong in-
tentions and end physical
submission of documents,
Mr. Shahe said.

He said the e-OCI card
would bring great conve-
nience to more than 50
lakh OCI cardholders. Af-
ter 20 years, when a new
passport is issued, there
will be no need to re-issue
the OCI booklet, and the
cardholder’s registration
number will also become
unique, he said. The e-OCI
card will eliminate the pro-
blem of loss or damage of
the document, and card-
holders will be able to car-
ry out real-time verifica-
tion themselves.

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday launched a new portal that, apart from
reducing paperwork, will speed up clearance of applications for registration under the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 (FCRA) and also enable real-time
monitoring of foreign fund inflows.

FA aE FN AT g F FTAIR T T FAT NER cllear AT, S FITSH FIRIATE T FHH FH
& qra-ary el srererer (Rferese) srffawre, 2010 (FCRA) & 3ideid deflentor detl) 3mdesit

& fAEaRoT & Sl eruen T fadelt arer & gare i frer-erg e ofr giafRad |

e At present, around 14,500 organisations with FCRA registrations are working across the
country.

TAATT H AR F FCRA GoIrI0T IS T3T37aT 14,500 HIST HRRA &1

e The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said that, under the Act, approximately 15,000 to
20,000 applications are made each year and about 17,000 annual returns are filed.

I FATT (MHA) & TR, 50 TRfATH & 3iceia gfcad efrer 15,000 & 20,000 e
YTCd Bl § JUT 19Te79T 17,000 a1f¥es faa=forar (Annual Returns) S1f@e T ST &1

e The portal, hosted on the National Government Cloud (MeghRaj), includes features such

as process reengineering, an integrated dashboard, Aadhaar-based authentication, e-

Sign facility, and OCR-based document analysis.

TSERT THRY FeA138 (MeghRaj) TR HTTold 38 Geel 3 FiHaT gavaa (Process
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Reengineering), THIFd SAETS, TUR-3TeTRe FATOMIEI0T, $-3Fam (e-Sign) g, qar
OCR JruTRe gearasr fareeryor Sret glaent sucrstr g1

e Unlike the old website, the new FCRA Portal has removed the section on year-wise fresh
registrations under the Act.

el derTse o faudia, AT FCRA Wiéa & 3ifaifaes & 3iadid adar 7e gefteor & daftra
HeTHIIT geT feam AT & |

e In 2022, the MHA had dropped sections listihng NGOs whose registrations were cancelled and
the page detailing the annual returns filed by each NGO.

2022 # [E HATAT 1 3o I-TRHRY FIASA! (NGOs) T T aTe ITHIT 74T Fedeh NGO EaRT

i

Indian and foreign

Forcing students to learn at least two
Indian languages is not ideal

T he controversy over introducing a third

language from Class 6 stems from an un-

resolved contradiction in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. At several places,
the NEP, rightly, extols the special importance of
English, especially in mathematics, science and
even legal education, and does not club it with
other “foreign” languages such as French or
Spanish. At the same time, it advocates the three-
language formula, with two languages required
to be native to India, one of them ideally the
mother tongue, in effect relegating English to the
status of a foreign language. The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has implemented
this aspect of the NEP, ignoring other welcome
observations that the policy makes on language
learning. While introducing three languages from
Class 6, it said students in Classes 7, 8 and 9
should also study three languages, of which two
should be “Bharatiya”. Thus, if a student had ta-
ken French as a second language along with En-
glish, they would have had to forego French and
switch to two Bharatiya languages, one of which
would be entirely new to them. This could adver-
sely affect their Class 10 Board examination per-
formance, and render redundant the teaching ca-
pacity and resources schools had built in those
languages. Following backlash, the CBSE has said
that students in Classes 7, 8 and 9 need take only
one additional Bharatiya language if they had ta-
ken English and, say, Spanish. The third lan-
guage, moreover, will not be tested in the Class 10
examinations. These are, however, temporary ar-
rangements and the CBSE is going ahead with the
three language policy with two Bharatiya lan-
guages from Class 6.

Prudence demands that if the NEP is to guide
the Union government’s decisions, it should en-
sure language learning that serves the best inter-
ests of students. The policy speaks of the need for
“high-quality bilingual textbooks and teaching-
learning materials for science and mathematics,
so that students are enabled to think and speak
about the two subjects both in their home lan-
guage/mother tongue and in English”. Here, the
NEP places the mother tongue and English on an
equal footing if STEM is to be central to India’s
progress. In the same breath, it speaks of the im-
portance of learning languages such as Japanese
and German at the secondary level to enhance
students’ “mobility”. The government’s vision is
to skill Indians for cutting-edge jobs worldwide,
building the human capital needed to drive In-
dia’s development. Instead of atavistic relapses,
education initiatives should look ahead to serve
at least this vision, even if that model is open to
question. Given that the CBSE often becomes the
template for much of India, the better course
would be to teach the mother tongue and English
and, where resources permit and students de-
sire, offer a third language of their choice.

aTi&rer 1 91 T Raforat &1 gea ot ger fear ar, forsten geiteor
TARE TohaT araT 2|

¢ Inthe past few years, there had been a significant increase in the
number of applications and the flow of foreign donations, he added.

3egial gl foh TSl o aut # 3Mdesl hr Team Tt s et & vare
# IeAGNT A ES &

e He said the e-OCI Card would bring great convenience to more
than 50 lakh OCI cardholders.

3ogiel gl oh §-INHITE FT1S T 50 I1F & HAF OC| FEURST FI a5
GIEBIECEl
e After 20 years, when a new passport is issued, there will be no

need to re-issue the OCI booklet, and the cardholder’'s registration
number will also become unique, he said.

3giel T foh 20 ¥ aTe FAT IRAIE STRY Bl 9Y OC| GRecahT hi Gt
ST T T IMALTHAT LT @19 TUT TcAh FHISER T Tof leh0T TEAT o1
FEfad™ (Unique) grafTl

e  The e-OCI Card will eliminate the problem of loss or damage of

the document, and cardholders will be able to carry out real-time
verification themselves.

§-3NA3TS FTE AT & @Y AT 37207 ATATET glet hT THTAT I FATST
FAI TAT FISURF TaT HAT-CSH AT FT Tohal |

01J7. Indian and foreign
s 3T RAgeht

e At the same time, it advocates the three-language formula, with
two languages required to be native to India, one of them ideally the
mother tongue, in effect relegating English to the status of a foreign
language.

| 8, A5 PXATST W T FHLA X &, Forereh 37l &t st 7 s
T FeT HTNTU GIaAT RIS g, ToTeTl & Ueh G & § ATGHIST gl =18 0|
ST SITER 3 Al I el st 3 T o wgaT o S ¥

e While introducing three languages from Class 6, it said students
in Classes 7, 8 and 9 should also study three languages, of which two
should be “Bharatiya”.

a:m6@ah:ra1wr&aw]\aﬂﬁ§tr,aﬁéﬁm%am7, g83koF
ozt s off et sramait &1 3reTaet e g, e & &Y “omei”
HTTT sl TR u|
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e Thus, if a student had taken French as a second language along with English, they would
have had to forego French and switch to two Bharatiya languages, one of which would be
entirely new to them.

58 Yo, AT ot Tareamelt o 33Kt & @y fver ohr gfareliar ITT o &9 & e 2T, o 39 %
BISHY AT ARAT TS HTATAT I3, ToeTdl & Teh 38 forw qoia: 7S gieh|

e This could adversely affect their Class 10 Board examination performance, and render
redundant the teaching capacity and resources schools had built in those languages.

SEY 3ofeh HAT 10 FHY 1S I o Tl W GicTehor FeTd TS Hehcll AT AT 37 STV o forw

FinMin panel
clears Budget
proposal of
1.25 lakh cr.
for ISM 2.0

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The expenditure depart-
ment under the Finance
Ministry has cleared a Bud-
get proposal entailing an
allocation of %1.25 lakh
crore for India Semicon-
ductor Mission 2.0, as the
country looks to advance
global chip-making ambi-
tions and cement its posi-
tion as a semiconductor
destination for the world,
according to sources.

The approval is signifi-
cant as it is higher than the
outlay of ¥76,000 crore
earmarked for ISM 1.0.

Sources said that the Ex-
penditure Finance Com-
mittee has greenlit the
%1.25 lakh crore outlay for
ISM 2.0, and that the same
will be placed before the
Union Cabinet.

The Budget, in Febru-
ary, had sought to give a
big boost to the country’s
manufacturing  prowess
announcing, among va-
rious measures, the se-
cond edition of India Semi-
conductor Mission with a
broad objective to promote
chip manufacturing eco-
system in the country co-
vering equipment, mate-
rials, indigenous designs
and related components.

The Centre has main-
tained that Semiconductor
Mission 2.0 announced in
the Union Budget signals
India’s deep commitment
to chip manufacturing,
with a focus on semicon-
ductor equipment, mate-
rials, indigenous intellec-
tual property and resilient
supply chains.

fagaTeral ganT fasrfaa fRvator averar 3k @t off fved gt S|

e Following backlash, the CBSE has said that students in Classes 7, 8 and 9
need take only one additional Bharatiya language if they had taken English and,
say, Spanish.

faxier & a1 CBSE o gt o afe &awm 7, 8 31 9 & faeanfaar & 3rasht a2, 3amexony,
wfarer 1 TuaT FFar g, aY 37 dad U fafied AT s 9o gk

e The third language, moreover, will not be tested in the Class 10
examinations.

g faRerd, dradY #reT $r e 10 Sy aa3it F 93067 6T gt

e These are, however, temporary arrangements and the CBSE is going
ahead with the three-language policy with two Bharatiya languages from Class 6.

gleilieh, I rEUT SaaeATe § 31 CBSE F&11 6 ¥ & 3R smunait #fgc Hremar afifa
T 33T 92T TET &

e Prudence demands that if the NEP is to guide the Union government’s
decisions, it should ensure language learning that serves the best interests of
students.

TdenquT gTSeehlvT Jg 3TUET el ¢ o IS NEP g SXHR & TA0TaT a1 AETeei= il
g, ar 39 Reanfdt & gafae fydt i gfch ster arel smar-srfererey cgawar gaRaa
LA @fRT]

e The policy speaks of the need for “high-quality bilingual textbooks and
teaching-learning materials” for science and mathematics, so that students are
enabled to think and speak about the two subjects both in their home
language/mother tongue and in English.

Ig #Afet et 3R arfore & fow “3<ar oraar arelt gfsmdt arearqeast auT Ryator-
3rfrare WY T ITALTRAT TR T St &, ATfeh faeamelt ga7 gt fasai o) 379ei ee]
HTST/ATTHTST 2T 3730 2Nt 3 Arer 3R 31fdeaerd T a5

e |n the same breath, it speaks of the importance of learning languages such
as Japanese and German at the secondary level to enhance students’ “mobility”.

=2 TeaT 7 Ig AT RS TaR IR AT 3R Sraa Sy srwn3tt o 3reage & Fged &
T 3oor@ AT &, difeh fagantaat & “arfaefierar s¢ @ |

e Given that the CBSE often becomes the template for much of India, the
better course would be to teach the mother tongue and English and, where
resources permit and students desire, offer a third language of their choice.

FE &G gU foh CBSE 379 $1Rel & 31TRhIeT 1911 & T T 311Gl Hisel sief STl &,
31Tk 3T AT T BT Toh ATTHTNT 3R 373t A7 RIGTOT TGRS & & AT ST
T STET W 3ucrets gl 3R fargamdt se g, ael 3e¢ e ude i dred s
Gt T 37 et fohar S|

01J7. FinMin panel clears Budget proposal of ¥1.25 lakh cr. for
ISM 2.0

e #area & ¥ o ISM 2.0 F AT 1.25 A1@ F3 & ToI€ YFAT H A A
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e The expenditure department under the Finance Ministry has cleared a Budget proposal
entailing an allocation of ¥1.25 lakh crore for India Semiconductor Mission 2.0, as the
country looks to advance global chip-making ambitions and cement its position as a
semiconductor destination for the world, according to sources.

T FAreT & o T o 3f3ar Aefihsset A 2.0 F AT ¥1.25 9 FUF & 37dc drer
T TEATT hl HTY & &1 8, Fifeh 42T afRaeh fRra frsATor Agcareniamait 1 3mT sget 3R T &1
faea & Welidhearex ITAqy & &9 TATIT A T TART 9 @1 &, Gl b IeTaR |

e The approval is significant as it is higher than the outlay of 76,000 crore earmarked for ISM
1.0.

g FHol Ageaqul & F&ifeh I8 ISM 1.0 & T e 276,000 #03 & gReaar & 31fee &

e Sources said that the Expenditure Finance Committee has greenlit the ¥1.25 lakh crore
outlay for ISM 2.0, and that the same will be placed before the Union Cabinet.

TEt o et T =a faw wfAfT (Expenditure Finance Committee) & ISM 2.0 & o7 21.25
G FAF o TReTT I A & &1 & IR 58 FAT ARAS o ToHaT Tl o sieam|

e The Budget, in February, had sought to give a big boost to the country’s manufacturing
prowess announcing, among various measures, the second edition of India Semiconductor
Mission with a broad objective to promote chip manufacturing ecosystem in the country
covering equipment, materials, indigenous designs and related components.

A & Y&l aoTE H 2 T FATIHOT 47T T 3T WIcHTE=T ol T T T 917 AT 3R
TafeeT 3ural & arer ST Qefiersarey farerer & g AEHoT 1 TvuT &y 778 oY, foreent sarges
3eged ¢ A fara fvAtor aikfeufady a1 srgrar &anr ©, Torwet suaor, weeft, Fadeh fBamser
3R G g oA &1

e The Centre has maintained that Semiconductor Mission 2.0 announced in the Union
Budget signals India’s deep commitment to chip manufacturing, with a focus on
semiconductor equipment, materials, indigenous intellectual property and resilient
supply chains.

5 WHR 3 FgT § h FET o 7 ¥ Yefissaet et 2.0 frg fvstor & gid siea & gl
Sfcieetralr 1 a=iiell &, Toree @fiersaes 3uaor, arralt, Tacef aleftrs waer qar arelt amqfed
A3t ) A e g o v gl
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India’s ‘Israel habit’ meets West Asian realities

R T ‘SRISA-ITEd’ T YTHAT g vfrr Hf aeafasart &

01J7

‘The wait is like torture’: Turks in despair as Schengen visa delays mount

‘SR T Arerer St @7 AT e 7 S Tgor & At & At fawmer

The border between Spain and the British ol

territory of Gibraltar seen in la Linea de la

Concepcion in the country’s south on Monday.
Works to remove the border controls between
Spain and Gibraltar are expected to finish in
soon, all
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India’s ‘Israel habit’ meets West Asian realities

hen leaders make foreign policy
decisions, each may appear
reasonable in isolation. However,
their cumulative impact can be
strikingly different from what was originally
intended. As Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian invited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the funeral of former Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, India’s deepening
engagement with Israel perhaps falls into that
category. What was once a mutually beneficial
partnership between New Delhi and Tel Aviv
seems to have become more of a habit than the
product of serious strategic deliberation. Yet,
sound policy cannot be guided by the
momentum of habit, for habit and strategy often
pull in opposite directions.

A reconfigured region

For one thing, it is important to acknowledge the
gains from the partnership between India and
Israel. India has received considerable military
technology and know-how from Israel, as well as
expertise in intelligence gathering derived from
their extensive counter-insurgency experience.
However, the more important question is not
only what this relationship provides today, but
also what it forecloses over time. Judged on those
terms, the picture is not particularly encouraging.

‘West Asia has been undergoing one of its most
intense geopolitical reconfigurations in years, and
this one is different in scale. For the past decade,
the region’s regional arithmetic has rested on the
assumption that Iran was a wounded,
sanctions-strangled actor whose reach could be
curtailed and ambitions contained. That
assumption has now been tested and found
wanting. American and Israeli military strikes on
Iranian facilities have not produced the strategic
calm that Tel Aviv had hoped for at the outset of
this costly campaign. Iran responded with
retaliatory missile and drone salvoes and, more
importantly, demonstrated that any blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz could not be easily
overcome by the rhetoric of carrier groups. Once
again, the geography of energy has become the
geography of coercion. The terms of the final
agreement quietly confirm that Iran was not
broken.

The last three months have made it clear that
the United States-Iran confrontation is not a
distant geopolitical contest for New Delhi. It has
had a direct impact on India’s economy. Most of
India’s oil imports pass through routes vulnerable
to any prolonged conflict in the Gulf. Whenever
the Strait of Hormuz becomes a flashpoint, the
consequences are felt directly in Indian
households. It is here that the strategic canvas
becomes more complicated, with every
diplomatic choice carrying economic
consequences. Strategic flexibility requires
shunning comfortable alignments.

Many strategic analysts have long believed that
Washington'’s policy towards Israel is fixed and

01J7.
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unchanging - a constant around which all
regional policy revolves. That assumption now
needs to be revised. The public differences
between Washington and Tel Aviv, reflected in
U.S. President Donald Trump’s frequent
outbursts against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, are no mere diplomatic squall. They
appear to be genuine, notwithstanding Mr.
Trump’s well-known idiosyncrasies, because
Washington’s strategic calculus in West Asia has
changed faster than expected.

The U.S. urgently needs off-ramps, while Mr.
Netanyahu, whose political survival is bound up
with escalation, has little interest in de-escalation
without achieving his maximalist objectives. The
friction becomes evident when the patron and
the client are at odds, and the once-blank cheque
starts to float.

Iran cannot be ignored

Thus, the perception of a shift towards Israel,
reflected in Mr. Modi’s unexpected visit to Tel
Aviv (February 25-26, 2026) just before the U.S.
and Israel launched their coordinated attack on
Iran (February 28, 2026), becomes riskier when it
is made more explicit, as it could place India on
the wrong side of a regional reconfiguration that
neither Israel nor any third party can control.
While Mr. Modi’s personal absence from
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s funeral is unsurprising,
the choice of India’s representatives is itself a
deliberate signal. Pairing Minister of State for
External Affairs Pabitra Margherita with Bihar
Governor Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (retired) -
himself a soldier-scholar shaped by
counter-insurgency experience — may be read as
a calibrated posture of political reassurance,
while also subtly reflecting India’s religious
pluralism.

In other words, it reflects a posture that has
internalised the war’s central lessons without yet
being willing to say aloud that Tehran’s coercive
capacity, demonstrated through the Strait of
Hormuz and the missile exchanges, cannot be
managed through the optics of Tel Aviv alone.
This choice conveys an important diplomatic
message of reassurance to Iran, which has
demonstrated that it remains a regional
heavyweight.

Moreover, Iran is a civilisational state with
deep-rooted political and ideological networks
across Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen, as well
as the proven capacity to generate economic
pressure that can bypass conventional military
deterrence.

A nation that can dictate ceasefire terms to Mr.
Trump after absorbing punitive strikes from the
U.S. and Israel is not a nation that can be casually
discounted. China also appears poised to expand
its strategic and economic footprint in Iran,
making it imperative for India to exercise greater
caution. Greater alignment with Israel risks
pushing Tehran further into the China-Pakistan
strategic embrace.

India’s ‘Israel habit’ meets West Asian realities

There is also the matter of Europe, an
underutilised and undervalued element in India’s
economic planning. India must recognise that
Europe’s political landscape has turned against
Israel’s actions in Gaza and Lebanon in ways, and
at a pace, that would have been unimaginable
two years ago.

More than sentiment, electoral arithmetic is at
work. And electoral arithmetic often shapes trade
policy and, eventually, the tone of bilateral
negotiations. India’s status-seeking desire to be
seen as a responsible international actor, rather
than merely a vast market, and its economic
ambitions in Europe — including the
operationalisation of the India-European Union
Free Trade Agreement — may come under closer
scrutiny in the context of its West Asia policy than
New Delhi anticipates.

‘What is unusual about the present moment is
that India has no option but to act strategically,
independently, and decisively. It has leverage
because it has maintained good relations with
many Arab Gulf states, from which millions of
Indian workers send remittances home. Although
Saudi Arabia may once again have found tactical
reasons to accommodate Rawalpindi (Pakistan),
India’s relationship with the United Arab Emirates
has grown even stronger.

New Delhi’s historical ties with Tehran, though
constrained by shifting regional dynamics, have
not been completely severed. More
fundamentally, India’s sheer size combined with
its geostrategic attributes makes it an
indispensable stakeholder in any emerging
regional order. What India needs now is the
political will to wield its leverage effectively in
pursuit of clearly defined national objectives.

Beyond binary choices

India needs a sufficiently ambitious strategic
imagination. But that does not mean choosing
between Israel and Iran, for that would be far too
simplistic, and history rarely rewards such
simplifications. Herein lies the distinction
between an adaptive, alignment-driven foreign
policy — the kind that follows and adapts to
alignments forged by others — and an
architectonic foreign policy, which seeks to shape
its own strategic environment.

For a country that claims to be
“Vishwabandhu, it is important to recognise that
the credibility of such a claim will be tested in
moments such as these, when the world is
watching India’s words and actions. New Delhi’s
most valuable strategic asset in the coming
multipolar decade is its authentic voice as a
champion of the Global South, and every visible
alignment with Israel in a conflict in which the
Global South overwhelmingly sympathises with
the Palestinians risks putting that precious capital
in jeopardy. The defence technologies provided
by Tel Aviv are undeniably valuable. But the
strategic price of appearing aligned in a conflict
that has reshaped West Asia is no less real.

I Y ‘SRS -3’ HT THAT TRTA TRAT A arafawdansit &

e India has received considerable military technology and know-how from Israel, as well as
expertise in intelligence gathering derived from their extensive counter-insurgency

experience.

HRT FT goRIEe § TATed d=7 Wleaifardy, aaeiidht fehwarar aur 30 caes fAge-Oet
AT & 3317 A AT GRAAT STTHRY Tt Tt Y FaRIT7alr et g3 &

e [ran responded with retaliatory missile and drone salvoes and, more importantly,
demonstrated that any blockade of the Strait of Hormuz could not be easily overcome by the
rhetoric of carrier groups.

§T0T o STare fAraTger 31X et gael & fafshar & 3R, sa@ o 31t Agea ol 9 4, T
v T o o gTeier STarsawarey oY fondlt off iTehreicl I Sharol FAATTaTES Feerdld Haggl 1
T & gral & 3T & FATCT =181 fohdT ST HhdT|
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Pairing Minister of State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita with Bihar Governor Lt.
Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (retired) — himself a soldier-scholar shaped by counter-
insurgency experience — may be read as a calibrated posture of political reassurance,
while also subtly reflecting India’s religious pluralism.

faeer s 73 gfeaar ARIRET & 917 fER & TsA9Te Affeae stater 39 37aT gqateT
(@aforge) — S T Rgie-Aeh AT & 37379  RAF R v Afeeh-Rgret § — #r Soterr
TS JTRATHE T Ueh T el 0T & T H @ ST Thell &, ST AT & TR o enfaien
Tger 1 off T H 9 Sfafifyd e g

Moreover, Iran is a civilisational state with deep-rooted political and ideological networks
across Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen, as well as the proven capacity to generate
economic pressure that can bypass conventional military deterrence.

g% 3faRed, &I TF IR TSE ¢, [T 0, Aaerer, SR 3R 357 7 71X
TSreifae U7 SRS deas §, 1Y &1 39 VAT 3TAF a1 3ces il $I ey &7 ar o &
S RIS Ve T Y 31791EY §7 Tehct §1

China also appears poised to expand its strategic and economic footprint in Iran, making it
imperative for India to exercise greater caution.

et 37 $e A 379 oA ToT anfdis Iufeufa 1 fawar w & Rufa &7 t@s gark,
T AR & T 3186 Fraumsit Sde 31faar g Srar g

Greater alignment with Israel risks pushing Tehran further into the China-Pakistan strategic
embrace.

SIS & AT 37T [AhedT dgte 31 3R 310 NT—aifhed & WEfa®w Tssi1s 61 31K
eholel T STWH 3Tl LT g

India must recognise that Europe’s political landscape has turned against Israel’s actions
in Gaza and Lebanon in ways, and at a pace, that would have been unimaginable two years
ago.

{1 TE TAHR AT MG T fob JNT HT AsTedifars TRGR, TAT AR AeAter 7 gorrger
FrarEal & favey o w3 fore a1fd & agar 8, 36T &1 9 ugel seustr o 181 &t o

Tehdt AT

And electoral arithmetic often shapes trade policy and, eventually, the tone of bilateral
negotiations.

3R FeArdt o 91 AR Afer T 3T gfaveir ardist & Tawy it yeanfad Har |

What is unusual about the present moment is that India has no option but to act
strategically, independently, and decisively.

TAATT FHI T 3AHET AT I8 & 6 R & 9 o, Fadaa a2 Ao g 3 wrt
FT & ITARSFd DIS [Ahed 18T g

It has leverage because it has maintained good relations with many Arab Gulf states, from
which millions of Indian workers send remittances home.

TR & ITH TATCT 0T T311T & 1T 3T 31aieh 37T @I 21T o TTer 37 Y FeI10 I&
€, STel & oIl SRRy AfA 3r9er aRart 1 feef 7T droor 157y 8
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The fiscal tightrope for State govts.
TS TR & fT Tsraidfi gerer $r gatedt

What is Centre’s new EPFO upgrade?

EXPLAINER

A. M. Jigeesh

The Employees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFQ)
recently sent a text mes-
sage to its subscribers that
it is undertaking a
“planned database consoli-
dation and upgradation of
software applications”.

As part of this transi-
tion, it said, member ser-
vices such as claim submis-
sion and download of
passbooks are temporarily
unavailable from June 26 to
July 1. As part of the Cen-
tralised IT-Enabled System
(CITES) project, the EPFO’s
effort is to modernise its
service delivery mechan-
ism through automation
and rule-based processing.

Designed by the Centre
for Development of Ad-
vanced Computing, the
project aims to improve
operational efficiency. The
EPFO is hopeful that the re-
vised mechanism will
make the services more
transparent, and subscrib-
ers will receive seamless
services.

Current services
The EPFO is facing several
technical and procedural

CITES project aims to improve
EPFO’s operational efficiency
with one national database.

delays in member services,
such as the submission of
claims for deceased mem-
bers and the presentation
of life certificates for pen-
sioners. At present, the EP-
FO has a decentralised sys-
tem with separate
databases in each field and
regional office. The mem-
bers are tied to one region-
al office.

In many cases, even re-
tired beneficiaries had to
go to the regional offices in
jurisdictions where they
had worked to submit
claims or clear technical
problems. Nominees of de-
ceased members also had
to approach the respective
regional offices for pension
or other claims. The opera-
tions are primarily done by
more than 120 decentral-
ised databases at present,
with no central visibility.
There have been com-

plaints that the account op-
erations are “employer-
centric” as for the majority
of the claims, authorisa-
tion of the employer was
necessary.

CITES provides a single
centralised system archi-
tecture with one national
database. Now, any PF of-
fice can process a mem-
ber’s service request.
Members or beneficiaries
will now be able to ap-
proach any PF office across
the country for the redress
of their queries and for
seeking clarifications. Most
of the services, including
KYC updates, can be done
online using the new plat-
form. The current Univer-
sal Account Number (UAN)
and password created by
the member can be used to
access the new system.
Functional from 2023,
CITES has so far imple-
mented several reforms in
the EPFO system, includ-
ing a centralised pension
payment system.

Senior officials say the
centralisation process in-
cluded the migration of
several lakh crore data re-
cords to the centralised
system.

The process
The process started on
June 26 and was to be com-

01J7. What is the Centre's new EPFO upgrade?

pleted by June 30. The EP-
FO expects a downtime,
due to which the services
will be affected. On logging
in to the EPFO Member
portal using the UAN and
password, the members
will have access to a un-
ified digital interface.
Members can view their
membership details, provi-
dent fund balances, claim
status, pensionable service
records, and benefits
availed in this interface.
EPFO offices can process
the claims and can raise
queries electronically
through the system. Mem-
bers can respond to these
queries online, leading to
faster resolution, minimis-
ing physical visits to EPFO
offices, and thus reducing
claim rejections.

Benefits for members
For EPFO members, the
centralised system allows
them to see all their pre-
vious member IDs under
the UAN linked with a sin-
gle KYC (Aadhaar). The sta-
tus of the PF accumula-
tions, service records and
requests will be displayed
to the member. The new
interface simplifies transf-
ers, helps maintain an ac-
curate service history, and
enables faster settlements,
according to the EPFO.

&g T 14T EPF 3719 (Upgrade) &7 87

o The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) recently sent a text message to its
subscribers that it is undertaking a "planned database consolidation" and upgradation of
software applications.

FHAY srfarsy fAfer Heresar (EPFO) & el &1 31 3796 TRIUReRT &l Ueh Ha2r AoTah FiAd foram
% ag "faafIa 3e@¥ vhIEOr (Planned Database Consolidation)” T RIFEaaT 3Tt
& 3eolgel T 1T HT T ¢

e As part of this transition, it said, member services such as claim submission and
download of passbooks are temporarily unavailable from June 26 to July 1.

ST HHHAUT TTshdT o 37cTeTcl 26 ST & 1 1§ cfeh 1T & et (Claim Submission) T
YA SI3AES ST e HaTC 31U &9 U 3T e 69|
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e As part of the Centralised IT-Enabled System (CITES) project, the EPFO’s effort is to
modernise its service delivery mechanism through automation and rule-based
processing.

FhiFe ITEA-TETH GUITel (CITES) IR o 3icTeTd EPFO T 3652 FqaTeet
(Automation) TT fAIH-ATTRT THEHIOT (Rule-Based Processing) & ATETH I 39«1 AaT
fraroT omTelt T sy fAeIRoT HET

e Designed by the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), the project
aims to improve operational efficiency.

e PR STATHT 3T Tsaes FYAT (C-DAC) AN [ fad 58 IRATSTeT 7 36827 Harere
gaTdT (Operational Efficiency) & FUR &= g1

e The EPFO is hopeful that the revised mechanism will make the services more transparent,
and subscribers will receive seamless services.

EPFO &Y 312N & o Tnflra otelr Jam3if 1 317 areeft samesft qar srermret o faser
JaT¢ (Seamless Services) ITd gi3fT|

Current services

FAATT Y10

e The EPFO is facing several technical and procedural delays in member services, such as
the submission of claims for deceased members and the presentation of life certificates for
pensioners.

EPFO &l fe@ard aewat & gral & fAuereT aur Jerarsnfaray & sfiaet g#Amor-ao (Life Certificate)
TEI e ST FEET JaAT3HT F S A=t va TRRanTa a1 @ a5 93 B 5

e At present, the EPFO has a decentralised system with separate databases in each field
office and regional office.

FIHAT 7 EPFO & UTH U faddigd Yorrelt §, foas s Wies Friierd 92T e Fritea &1
3TeT-37019T STTaH &

e The members are tied to one regional office.
TEET Hdel T ST T & 9y B o

¢ In many cases, even retired beneficiaries had to go to the regional offices in jurisdictions
where they had worked to submit claims or clear technical problems.

37¥eh ATHCll H JaTialqe STEET hr ot T TEclcl et YT eheileh! FHETATIT & FHTE &
39 81 FTATET 37 ST ISaT 2T, STel 3ogiel I ohaT 2T

o Nominees of deceased members also had to approach the respective regional offices for
pension or other claims.

federa wEEaY & AR cafFaat s off Yere 3127a1 31w grat & faw Fafa e Fratera
e AT IS 2T

e CITES provides a single centralised system architecture with one national database.
CITES U TSI ST T IR ThIrel FAFel TOMel AT 3TTsE HIIl gl

e The current Universal Account Number (UAN) and password created by the member can
be used to access the new system.

HEET 9= TAH Jfaader JF13C AaT (UAN) amqmaémsmmaémaawga
ghd 8l

e For EPFO members, the centralised system allows them to see all their previous Member
IDs under the UAN linked with a single KYC (Aadhaar).

EPFO Wewa & foIT Shillehel JOTTel Ueh & KYC (ITUR) & 53 UAN & el Soteh Foll quret
T 3T (Member IDs) ST T FALT Tt HcA &
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e The status of the PF accumulations, service records, and requests will be displayed to the

member.

e Ed 3= wfasy fafer @3 (PF Accumulations), daT arfdrera, aar st & fRufa ea

Hohal |

e The new interface simplifies transfers, helps maintain an accurate service history, and
enables faster settlements, according to the EPFO.

EPFO & 3eTHR, 73T $c{hd WTdT 3HaoT (Transfers) &I & SaildT ¢, FeT ¥ar sfaer aare
@A F TEIAT AT § 2T gral & e fAvere st T3 ST ¢ |

Iﬁta Houbts

The latest IIP dataset raises more
questions than it answers
l ndia’s latest industrial growth figures show

that, contrary to global trends and overall

perception, the country’s industrial output
is getting stronger. Notably, the data show a quick
bounce-back in industrial performance after the
initial hit from the West Asia crisis. However, the
new data also raise some important concerns
about the composition of the growth, the systems
behind the recent data upgrades, and the need
for further improvements. Growth in the Index of
Industrial Production hit a five-month high of
5.1% in May 2026, up from the 4.9% growth seen
in April, which itself was a substantial improve-
ment over the performance in March — the first
full month after the West Asia crisis began. With-
in this, the manufacturing sector grew at a rela-
tively robust 5.5% in May, albeit slower than in
April. One view is that this is due to a revival in
domestic consumption, since the consumer dur-
ables and non-durables sectors also grew at mul-
ti-month highs. Consumer durables, especially,
have done well in April and May. However, the
contrary argument is that domestic demand is in
fact not doing well, and it is export growth that is
leading to higher production. This is bolstered by
the fact that GST revenues from domestic tran-
sactions have grown slower over the last six
months than in 2025-26 and the year before that.
Merchandise exports, on the other hand, hit a
four-year high in April followed by an all-time
high in May. It would certainly be welcome if In-
dia’s industry has global demand to fill, but the
fact that more of this demand is not coming from
within the country is a cause for concern. The
economy is already hostage to world events.

The May IIP data were also accompanied by a
note from the Ministry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation (MoSPI) stating that it
had made a major change to the methodology for
computing growth for some sectors. It had aban-
doned the Wholesale Price Index as its chosen
deflator to estimate the value of production in fa-
vour of the new Producer Price Index. This is a
more accurate approach. But it did not, however,
answer why this change was implemented belat-
edly and not when the new series of data was in-
troduced on June 1. It suggests an unusually un-
systematic approach by MoSPL. The strong
growth in the IIP also does not reconcile with the
fact that the Index of Eight Core Sectors — a sep-
arate government measure of industrial growth —
grew at its second-lowest rate in 21 months in

01J7. Data doubts
sl W HAE

e Growth in the Index of Industrial Production (lIP) hit a
five-month high of 5.1% in May 2026, up from the 4.9% growth
seen in April, which itself was a substantial improvement over the

performance in March — the first full month after the West Asia
crisis began.

it seaTee Fawi (11P) T gef 7S 2026 # 5.1% & €Y
9 #1E & ITAH T X L T, S 3T b 4.9% H e §
31fRreh | 318rer T Terlet ot AT BT Jofetl & IeorE=g &7 A 96X

T, SiY afers TR Wehe IE gl o Se T g el JoT HelaT AT

e One view is that this is due to a revival in domestic
consumption, since the consumer durables and non-durables
sectors also grew at multi-month highs.

Teh Al TE & Toh T HROT B SUHNT A JoAoe ¥R &, Fifh
39S TS avqg 3t aur IRz awqgat & &5 7 o 5§ 7t
& FTAdAH T T J&IU Gof T TS|

e However, the contrary argument is that domestic demand
is in fact not doing well, and it is export growth that is leading to
higher production.

gleiiteh, 38eh T I oo AT ST § fof eke] #Aver arecda &
HIGd =T8!8, sfeeh farafer gefer € 31fere Scurest &1 w7 HROT ¢

e This is bolstered by the fact that GST revenues from
domestic transactions have grown slower over the last six
months than in 2025-26 and the year before that.

SH Th I 3H ALY U Tl TAeIaT & o eRel AeT-&oT & e Sfeady
TSET I g8 TUTol ©F AT 7 2025-26 TAUT 3EY T4 o a¥ &l
ot # el W g

e Merchandise exports, on the other hand, hit a four-year
high in April followed by an all-time high in May.

qad 3R, g forae 3riter 3 IR quf & Fogad FR R 9gr IR
A A I T & AP T R IgT 17|

e It would certainly be welcome if India’s industry has
global demand to fill, but the fact that more of this demand is not
coming from within the country is a cause for concern.

IfE AR & 3T & I U A & fovw dRaw Aer g, dr ag
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e w7 & TamTawiea ¥, freg I5 a2 o 58 Al 1 a7 #7197 427 & Hew & 7 3 @I,
iar & v &1

The May IIP data were also accompanied by a note from the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI) stating that it had made a major change to the
methodology for computing growth for some sectors.

AE & |IP AHThe! & TV WITETH Ta FRIFH FHT=add HATAT (MoSPI) T T e i TRy fFar
1T, FSTEe ST 91T oh e 81301 2hY Jerfer sh IT0TeAT hl Yt & Hgeaqot IR« fohar I &

It had abandoned the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) as its chosen deflator to estimate the
value of production in favour of the new Producer Price Index (PPI).

3cdTet & Hed T I oIl & AT 3T 4N Hed FaHhish (WPI) FF B &7 &
AR AT 3T Hed Fadia (PPI) Y 391121 g1

But it did not, however, answer why this change was implemented belatedly and not when the
new series of data was introduced on June 1.

Wgﬂﬁ%waﬁm%aﬁqﬁaﬁlajaﬁa@ﬁa@-mqaaﬁmm$w
A & S S1e H F4T o], foham Irm|

The strong growth in the [IP also does not reconcile with the fact that the Index of Eight Core
Sectors — a separate government measure of industrial growth — grew at its second-
lowest rate in 21 months in May.

1P & o1 Aol g8 580 2T @ 87 Al LT WA o6 TS T &A1 FT gaaia, S 3w
S T Teh qUeh TSN AMYCS §, /S A 21 Al 1 qad) Fad fae=r ggftr ax w3
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directed American Artificial Intelligence

(Al) behemoth Anthropic to suspend
access to its most advanced Fable 5 and Mythos 5
models for foreign nationals on national security
grounds. A U.S. Presidential order also creates a
voluntary mechanism for the U.S. federal
government to access such models up to 30 days
before trusted partners can. The Trump
administration is simultaneously considering
equity stakes in leading Al companies, ostensibly
to redistribute the supernormal profits expected
from technological advances.

These policy shifts are the latest and most
dramatic in a series of sovereign actions
demonstrating that governments are increasingly
shaping Al policy around national advantage.
Europe is moving away from its “regulate first,
ask questions later” approach by investing in Al
compute and promoting “Buy European” public
procurement. Meanwhile, in keeping with
President Javier Milei’s swashbuckling style, even
Argentina aims to attract Al investment by
offering a regulatory safe harbour.

T he United States government recently

Navigating Al geopolitics

Aggressive Al policy is the new normal. As a large
IT services economy that does not have its own
frontier Al systems — those requiring upwards of
ten septillion floating-point operations to train —
India must review global developments and
articulate a coherent policy response that allows
it to benefit from frontier technology without
letting its economic capabilities depend on policy
decisions made elsewhere.

India’s IT and app companies are well
positioned to scale the everyday use of Al raising
domestic productivity and competitiveness. But
rapid diffusion and model dependence pull in
opposite directions: using foreign Al models
today is the only way to build the economic
surpluses needed to depend on them less in the
future. Businesses must use the best Al available

Vivan Sharan

Partner,
Koan Advisory

Vedika Pandey

Manager,
Koan Advisory

India must
leverage global
Al while
reducing
strategic
technological
dependence

over time

to outcompete rivals. They cannot, however,
manage the geopolitical risks that accompany
dependence on those technologies. This is where
public policy must step in. India’s discourse is
stuck in a false binary between globalisation and
industrial policy. India’s industries must benefit
from both at the same time.

The lesson is already visible in another
strategic industry: Indian pharma is deeply
dependent on ingredients from China, and at the
same time, navigates wavering policy regimes for
market access in the U.S. A Production-Linked
Incentive promotes domestic manufacturing of
bulk drugs but NITI Aayog’s latest assessment
finds that India still sources 65% of critical
ingredients from China. Industrial policies can
create footholds, not instant resilience.

Building strategic Al linkages

Frontier Al presents the same strategic dilemma,
but on a much larger scale. India’s spends 0.6% of
GDP on research and development, and the
private sector accounts for a third of this. OpenAl
alone projects its compute spending at $50 billion
this year, over six times India’s annual private
R&D spend. The implication is straightforward.

India cannot outspend frontier Al investment,
so it must instead deepen its backward linkages to
frontier Al through government action while
strengthening its forward linkages to global
markets for its products and services. This starts
with a whole-of-government approach, in which
ministries such as external affairs coordinate
closely with commerce and it, and perhaps even
defence, energy, and telecom, to better serve the
technology industry.

Coordination alone, however, is insufficient.
Firms can manage commercial risk through
contracts and diversified supply chains. They
cannot insure themselves against geopolitical risk
or concentrated technological dependence; that
is the sovereign’s role. Like export credit and
hybrid-annuity infrastructure models, the

eimagining sovereign Al for India’s strategic future

government should help underwrite risks that
private firms cannot efficiently bear alone. Export
credit recognises that firms cannot shoulder
geopolitical risks on their own and insures them
against disruption. Hybrid-annuity contracts do
the same for long-gestation infrastructure by
having the state fund part of a project and make
fixed payments over time, rather than leaving
private capital to bear the full risk.

Industry must step up

And while the government can create the
conditions for success, competitiveness must
ultimately come from firms themselves. For its
part, the Indian tech ecosystem needs to pay
attention to quality and innovation that makes
services and products valuable to the world.

There is less room for complacency than
India’s technology industry often assumes. The
Philippines generates $40 billion in IT exports
—already nearly a sixth of India’s IT exports — and
is growing faster than the global industry.

Similarly, Indian app companies have barely
made a dent abroad. No Indian app features
among the top 10 by downloads, in-app purchase
revenue, or monthly active users. This calls for
greater ambition from the industry itself.

Indian technology also needs a more coherent
strategic voice. Incumbent IT firms remain
preoccupied with visas and market access, while
start-ups are consumed by regulatory frictions
and fundraising. Yet, both ultimately share the
same interest: ensuring that India remains deeply
connected to the world’s leading Al ecosystems
while steadily building greater domestic
capability.

The real contest in Al is not simply over who
builds the best models. It is about who captures
the economic and strategic advantages they
create. India’s objective should be clear: remain
deeply integrated with global Al ecosystems while
steadily reducing the strategic vulnerabilities that
such integration creates.

01J7. Reimagining sovereign Al for India’s strategic future
AR & Tl sifasTr & fore wwsy FHer gefawr f gadeqanr

e Asalarge IT services economy that does not have its own frontier Al systems — those
requiring upwards of ten septillion floating-point operations to train — India must review
global developments and articulate a coherent policy response that allows it to benefit from
frontier technology without letting its economic capabilities depend on policy decisions

made elsewhere.

Teh 912 TEE [T 3MeTRA 374907 & &7 7, forass e 3797 3rroft Al Reeq 76 & — oo
gfifard # & fow gu afteforae & it welfeer-uige sitaerst 7 3maeaear il § — #Ra
I ARG ISR Y FHET FIA §T XA FHIT shiferaret gfafhar faesa wh amfee, Saw
ag raroft sl Ry &7 et 35T T, T 3700etT 311 aTAAT3 @1 3= g2t & Afaera faotat

R IR Ta77]

e A Production-Linked Incentive promotes domestic manufacturing of bulk drugs but NITI
Aayog’s latest assessment finds that India still sources 65% of critical ingredients from

China.

IcuTesT-3meTRa WedTgeT (Production-Linked Incentive) ATeTell T 398 & Bl fafer#Tor 1
oraT &l &, fehee] ey 3T & AT 3HTehotet & HTHR WA 31 87 37T 65% Hgeaqor
el 3r99a e & gred AT B

e India spends 0.6% of GDP on research and development, and the private sector accounts

for a third of this.

HRA 379 Hahel B 3¢91G (GDP) T 0.6% HTHUT U fIF (R&D) W &3 dialr &, forasd
st & T ATETe STaTeTeT Uh-faeTs &

e OpenAl alone projects its compute spending at $50 billion this year, over six times India’s
annual private R&D spend.
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el OpenAl ﬁsvﬁm#wgmaﬁsommﬁmﬁq—gaﬁwwm
fohar &, S R o aTfieh forsht areTweeT e s saar & o 71 4 87 3R B |

This starts with a whole-of-government approach, in which ministries such as external
affairs coordinate closely with commerce and IT, and perhaps even defence, energy, and
telecom, to better serve the technology industry.

ST YT FHT TR GO T BIch &, Toraeh 3iceTer feer #arery Sidy #arerg aiftrsa
3R ATEE & A, TAUT ATTLIHT TS+ TR T&T, FaiT R GTHAR FHArd o A1y o uferss qaeay
FUIfa &Y, drfes Ne@ AP 3g@T 1 9ga TS A da |

Like export credit and hybrid-annuity infrastructure models, the state should absorb risks
that private firms cannot efficiently bear alone.

foraTer ot T BT fars- e gdY JrawRaeT Aise I I, Ao I 3o SANTGHAT T dgeT il ALY
Sieg forsit SaferaT 3ol THTAT GIT U T oAeT Y TehalT|

Export credit recognises that firms cannot shoulder geopolitical risks on their own and
insures them against disruption.

T #or I5 TAHR FAT § fo Fafaar of-Trrelifasd ST &7 8- 3rhel o781 30T Hehll 3R
SATAT 3¢ FeNfact saaerel & favets Geam yere i ¢ |
Hybrid-annuity contracts do the same for long-gestation infrastructure by having the

state fund part of a project and make fixed payments over time, rather than leaving private
capital to bear the full risk.

33T TR, FTSTas-vagel areTaer e rauvaar RIS & fov o i d €, STt
T URETSTAT & Teh #7197 AT TATHINOT T & AT FHAT-HHAY W fAfRere sparaet st €, foed
fasht gt ox Aot S @1 R g7 ISl

Industry must step up

ST Y 3 TEHT syAT NS gy

And while the government can create the conditions for success, competitiveness must
ultimately come from firms themselves.

AT THR Theldl & ToIT 3fefeher TRIEATTAT FATHT & Fecll 8, Toho] arecifash
gfaeTeTcasdr 3idd: 9T Hafaal ¥ & 3= a1fgv|

Similarly, Indian app companies have barely made a dent abroad.

=T JhR, HRAT VT FYFAIT /RIS TR H 37381 A SeorhatT T3 SIgT STel Tt & |

No Indian app features among the top 10 by downloads, in-app purchase revenue, or
monthly active users.

SEANE, 34-09 GG ASTET YT ANAS TR STARTHAT3T & MR 9T i 10 F #1s o
AR AT enfAer 8T B

Incumbent IT firms remain preoccupied with visas and market access, while start-ups are
consumed by regulatory frictions and fundraising.

Faﬁammﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmsﬂ?maﬁﬁadﬂg@ H uEd §, STt Tere-31g
mmﬁw@@#ﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁmggl
It is about who captures the economic and strategic advantages they create.

Ig 57 91 W IR FTd § fof 3678 3ce<T glat aret 3T 33 Toriifae amsit 1 sl grea
ATgl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The fiscal tlghtrope for State govts.

Most State

ECONOMIC NOTES

jayan Jose Thomas

erala and Tamil Nadu are
among the most socially and

economically advanced States

in India. Yet, the finances of
both governments, like those of most
other States, are under stress. The White
Papers recently released by the two
governments described their outstanding
debt as alarming. State government debt
s often vilified as the result of fiscal
mismanagement. But it may, in fact,
reflect a mismatch between development
aspirations and the limited fiscal capacity
of State governments.

The fiscal dilemma
Debts build up over the years with
deficits, which arise when the

g has driven social progress @I“‘LJhtJfN’}Q\. The gap between expenditure and rece

Of the limited financial resources at its
disposal, Kerala has been able to direct
only 0% towards capial expendinre to
enhance future production capabilities.
The rest wns spent on revenue, or
day-to-day expenditure. Approioucys.
fifthof the Sate’s budge
on the salaries of governmen employecs,
mainly machm nurses, doctors, and
police personnel. Pensions accounted for
15.3%, while interest on market
borrowings accounted for 16.5% of the
total budget expenditure (Chart 2).

The investment challenge faced by
Kerala
Kerala is thus caught in a fiscal dilemma.

Ifi tries to create more fiscal space by
reducing revenue expenditures — cutting

sector. At the same time, Kerala urgently
requires argescale, Satedirected

taxand other receipts. In India, while the
power to raise taxes rests largely with the
Union government, a larger share of
overall government spending is borme by
the State governments. A majority of the

education and research, and publ.k
. ifitis to realise its potential in

modern, knowledge-intensive coonomic

sectors. Educated young pes

leaving Kerala in large numbers hecame

sectors, such as health and education,
and economic sectors, such as agriculture
and irrigation, al of which have a direct
impact on people’s lives and livelihoods.
In Kerala, the high levels of State

ding on social sectors

the
and employment opportunities that meet
their aspirations.

In Kerala, the government's weak fiscal
capacity contrasts with unmistakable

since the 1960s have been a central

sims ofprvate auence Gavihly b
houses, ahigh

xpe:
density of gold shops), mmamnmg to

constituent of the public action driving | exacerbate inequalities.

social progress. Compared with the “The ratio of credit to deposits of
corresponding average for all Indian scheduled commercial banks in Kerala is
States, per capit social | only 66%, compared with the
expenditure was higher in Kerala and Pational average of 6% and ratos

‘Tamil Nadu (by 30% and 20%,
respectively). In contrast, it was markedly
lower n it and Urar radesh by 3%
and 40%) (for the period 20;
according to an analysis e st
Finances: A Study of Budgets, Reserve

of India).

States meet their expenditures partly
through their own revenues - which
m;unly include State Goods and Services
‘Tax (SGST) and sales tax ~ and through
fiscal transfers, grants, and loans from the
Union government. Kerala has a
sufficiently good record of mobilising
own-tax revenues, which, on a per capita.
basis, are 1.5 times the average for all
Indian States and Union Territories.
However,its share in the Union

exceeding 100% in Maharashtra and
‘Tamil Nadu (2023). The excess of bank
deposits over bank credit is one indicator
of the volume of unutilised savings in
Kerala. Between 2016 and 2026, the State

Market borrowings
and others

2838

CHART 1:
Distribution
(in %) by sources
of budgetary
receipts

Central g
government State's own

18 533

Ditribution
(in %) of

budgetary
expenditures

W Social and economic services-Others: 18.2
Sacial and economic services-Salaris: 17.2
General services-Salaries: 5.5

W Pensions: 15,38 Interest payments: 16.5
Capital expenditure: 9.6 % Others: 17.6.

Note: elpts
Tha amount was 13.6% of Kersas Gros State Darestc roduct o 1

Source

21,9246 billion.

have been at least doubled if Kerala had
been able to channel a least part of its
0/ctanel ROtk

CHART

CHART

and 4).
‘The borrowing opportunity for
¥ rnments

China’s local gove:
In China, the bigger chunk of the massive
investments that have boosted economic
th has been undertaken by provinces
and lower-level local governments. Local
governments borrow heavily to finance

tax devolution
1.92%, lower than its 2.6% share of India’s
population in 2023-24.
e )

these i drawing on the

pool of domestic savings held by Chinese

banks, while thei eforts are coordinated
planning.

receipts has been met through market
borrowings by the States, on which the
States pay interest (Charts 1 and 2).

3,000 - 2,792

financed with bank deposits in excess of
creditin Kerala, 2016-2026

1500 1404
1200 1,134

Actutal publicPotential additional
investment

(‘hm:- local
through the sale of local government
bonds (LGBS), land sales, udge hich depl

borrowing financing
vehicles (LGFVS), supplementing fiscal
transfers by the central

and
the savings they mnbd.lse rmm the public

to support

In India, not only have there been
limits on borrowing by State
governments, but the cost of their debt
has also been markedly high. State
governments pay interest of 6.5% t0 7.5%
on the securities they ssue, known as
State Development Loans (SDL), to
borrow from the market. This is 0.25 to
0.75 percentage points higher the

Lbedebumgmemmem v bare)
its own le. A rmment that
borrows to fund projects that expand
welfare and opportunities is serving a far
reatercase than tigh fsted
governme

A fmily would prefer tha s savings,
rather than being wiped out to send their
child to study in a distant land, be used to

rate at which the Union
borrows and significantly more expensive
than the cost of borrowing by Chinese
Jocal gvernments rom thels banking
system (around 2%).

‘The high interest burden further
tightens the debt noose around State

“The State and Union government
bonds issued in India are largely
rchased by domestic financial
institutions, including commercial banks

01J7. The fiscal tightrope for State govts.
TS FIHRT & AT Tt egerer $T et

establish a public university in their
district.

We need fiscal structures that enable
State governments to access domestic
savigs more easly and 2t 2 ower cost to

fund meticulously planned development
projects.
(Jayan Jose Thomas is a Professor
Economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi and a visiting
researcher at the South Asia Institute of the
Heidelberg University.)

s. such as agriculture and irrigation. In Kerala, such
financed through market borrowings.

THE GIST

-

State govemment debt builds
up over the years when
expenditure exceeds tax and
other receipts, While the Union
govemment raises most taxes,
States bear alarge share of
public spending,

v

States meet their expenditures
partly through their own
revenues, including State
‘Goods and Services Tax (SGST)
and sales tax, and through
fiscal transfers, grants, and
loans from the Union
govemment

v

The excess of expenditures
over receipts has been met

through market borrowings by
the States, on which the States.
payinterest.

In India, while the power to raise taxes rests largely with the Union government, a larger
share of overall government spending is borne by the State governments.

R H, STEl T AT Y ATFT HEAT: gy THR & I &, TET el TIHNT oI T F27 $1T
ST TIFRT GART G6eT TohaT STl
A majority of the State government expenditure is on social sectors, such as health and

education, and economic sectors, such as agriculture and irrigation, all of which have a
direct impact on people’s lives and livelihoods.

HTRIRIRT T TIHRY ST FEATSF &1, S Fareey iR fvewr, qur nfde &=, o8 $ 3k
TS, X &t &, et olert & Shaet 3R 3mshfasr ) uczet usta gsarg|

In Kerala, the high levels of State government spending on social sectors since the 1960s
have been a central constituent of the public action driving social progress.

FTT H 1960 & &eF T HHATTOIF &3 W 3= T & Tod AIHN T A HTTSTF Farfa o 3719T
TG aTell HTeSTiateh aficl ST JHE TR T=ATaT B |

Compared with the corresponding average for all Indian States, per capita State
government social expenditure was higher in Kerala and Tamil Nadu (by 30% and 20%,
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respectively).
Tl IRl Tt o 3T T Jofelt 7 9y SAFT T WA AT 77 et 3R afferarg
#H A 30% 3R 20% 378 7|

States meet their expenditures partly through their own revenues — which mainly include
State Goods and Services Tax (SGST) and sales tax — and through fiscal transfers,
grants, and loans from the Union government.

TS 391 S 1 Gt 3TTRAR & A 379 Toed — fSHoTal HTT: UsT a6 Td Ja1 T (SGST)
T Rt T 2ffrer § — 3R g THR A TToct TSI §EATROT, Iealed, TUT FOT oh AT
GRS

Of the limited financial resources at its disposal, Kerala has been able to direct only 10%
towards capital expenditure to enhance future production capabilities.

37t WA farelir FaTeat 37 3 el el 10% i $7fasay T SedTesT &1 Jet g qeiterd
Y 9T T T IR &

The rest was spent on revenue, or day-to-day expenditure.

QY A IETET eI, 37T v T o0, TR T T TS|

Approximately a fifth of the State’s budget expenditure was on the salaries of government
employees, mainly teachers, nurses, doctors, and police personnel.

ST & SOTEIT SA T ST ATl 1T TSR FAARAT b Aetell IR 7 g3, Tl 7egd:
fRrere, 7, starex, T gferw walf enfder €1

Pensions accounted for 15.3%, while interest on market borrowings accounted for 16.5%
of the total budget expenditure.

¥R I el TS ST T 15.3% T 31T, STifeh STofR & ot 1§ SURY 9T ST {31l T
REaT 16.5% 2|

The investment challenge faced by Kerala

HI & FHET faer A Al

Kerala is thus caught in a fiscal dilemma.
wwmwmﬁugﬁmﬁ?mgm%‘l

If it tries to create more fiscal space by reducing revenue expenditures — cutting
pensions, retrenching employees — it risks eroding its strengths in the social sector.

e I TSIET &0 H AT e — o1 et 3 sheldr gur wA=RAY Hir Sealt e — 310
USRI ISATF TeAlod hT I HFAT 8, AT ST AIHTTSNF &1 7 IHeh! T[T ST TSl HaAoik
USs &7 S gl

At the same time, Kerala urgently requires large-scale, State-directed investments in
infrastructure, higher education and research, and public transport, if it is to realise its
potential in modern, knowledge-intensive economic sectors.

Y Y, AT AT-JreRe e &t & 319el &1AaT 1 quT 3UAT e & foT e 1
FEHTAT, 3 TRAETT T IHTHYT, TUT WA fovs TRaget # o3 YA W Tea-fdfia fader sy

dchTd ATTTHAT &

Educated young people are leaving Kerala in large numbers because the State is unable to
create educational and employment opportunities that meet their aspirations.

T gar 3 Fear A 3 oI5 1@ § i U 37 hieT3it & 3e7eq Affiw v Ao &
T G A H T&TH L1 &
In Kerala, the government’s weak fiscal capacity contrasts with unmistakable signs of

private affluence (lavishly built houses, expensive cars, and a high density of gold
shops), threatening to exacerbate inequalities.

HA H TR T FHHSAR TN &7, sl THefer & Tase Hehall — S 9T AFI, Fgeh
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FR, TUT Wt Y g1 1 3770 TEar — & TR oS &t &, foras srwanaransit & Jgot &1

AT 3o BT g

e Theratio of credit to deposits of scheduled commercial banks in Kerala is only around
66%, compared with the national average of 76% and ratios exceeding 100% in Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu (2023).

I A HAGAT afOfSTTH FRT T FOT-J-STAT T shelof STITHIT 66% &, STaieh AT I
76% & 3R AERTSE U1 AMASAATS H Tg 3eTdTT 100% & 38R & (2023)|
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Rescuing a space telescope

UF IHANET GalleT HT q1G

01J7 | QUIZ

Rescuing a space telescope

Agence France Presse

n June 30, NASA launched a
0 daring robotic rescue mission —

a long shot to prevent one of its
ageing telescopes from vanishing into
dust. The $30-million operation is set to
last several months, kicking off with the
launch of a robot designed to rescue the
Swift space telescope, which is currently
falling towards the earth.

At the time of writing, the rescue
spacecraft developed by the U.S. startup
Katalyst was slated to lift off on June 30
at 10:23 GMT from a Pacific Ocean atoll
aboard a small rocket named Pegasus.

“Everything about this mission is so
crazy,” said NASA astrophysicist Regina
Caputo. She projected the chances of
success at “maybe 50-50.”

After it reaches an orbit near that of the
telescope, the robot must locate Swift,
manoeuvre around it, and latch on with
three ‘arms’. It will then try to tow Swift
into a stable orbit over at least a month.

NASA launched the Neil Gehrels Swift
Observatory in 2004, originally for a
two-year mission to study gamma-ray
bursts. Ms. Caputo likened these bursts to
a supercharged version of a supernova,

An artist's redition of the Swift spacecraft
observing a gamma-ray burst. FILE

which is the explosive death of a star.

Swift was placed at a roughly
600-km-high low earth orbit so it could
remain in touch with researchers. At
such an altitude, the device without its
own propulsion would eventually drift
closer to the earth and burn up in the
atmosphere.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

01J7. Rescuing a space
telescope

UF HATET qualtel T a1

e On June 30, NASA launched a
daring robotic rescue mission.

30 ST T NASA o T Wil Naifesh
1T fARET F1 gaiqor fHam)

e Along shot to prevent one of its
ageing telescopes from vanishing into
dust.

Ig 3Hh Teh NIt GalteT (Sl b
TS gt U TTe &l Ueh 3T d HhideT

RIS

e The $30-million operation is set
to last several months, kicking off with
the launch of a robot designed to rescue
the Swift space telescope, which is
currently falling towards the earth.

30 AT e &1 I8 RIS 5
FEIAT e T3, ToTehT B3t Swift

Space Telescope a#aaﬁ%ﬁvﬁuw%vmwﬂaﬁz%qﬂwﬁgé%, S actATe H g
#1 3R AT T 3 T W

e At the time of writing, the rescue spacecraft developed by the U.S. startup Katalyst was
slated to lift off on June 30 at 10:23 GMT from a Pacific Ocean atoll aboard a small rocket

named Pegasus.

AW & FHY, AN TEEIT Kataly st SaRT [aerfad srara dRaTTeT ST 30 S @l 10:23
GMT T YeIid AR & U Teid ¥ Pegasus ATH BIC Jhe & ATETH & FaId fomar e

TR am)

o “Everything about this mission is so crazy,” said NASA astrophysicist Regina Caputo.

NASA HT Gentersitferenfae I el o wher, “3a frereT Y g% a1 3rcdd FATIROT 517
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e She projected the chances of success at “maybe 50-50.”
Sogiol SHPT TPBOIT ST HHTGAT “SIISTIT 50-50” FATS |

e After it reaches an orbit near that of the telescope, the robot must locate Swift, manoeuvre
around it, and latch on with three ‘arms’.

q{aﬁaaﬁrasmasﬁlaﬁq—g'aﬁésma, ST FT Swift T IAT ST 19T, 3T IRT 3R TATAT
AT I AT AT AT ‘ST Y TETIAT & 3T ST g1 |

o It will then try to tow Swift into a stable orbit over at least a month.
ZHh §1G, g hA-U-hd Teh Helel ohl AT H Swift T Teh U &I H o STeT T T HITT|

e NASA launched the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory in 2004, originally for a two-year
mission to study gamma-ray bursts.

NASA & 2004 # Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory T Jaq0T Hel &9 & TAT-fHor faFwrer
(Gamma-ray Bursts) & 31egae gq &Y auTar fARreT & & & foham 2|

e Ms. Caputo likened these bursts to a supercharged version of a supernova, which is the
explosive death of a star.

A FYEY o 3T TATHICT T TollT FURATAT & ATt fFaemel &9 & I, Sit fordr ar #hr
el g g 81

e Swift was placed at a roughly 600-km-high Low Earth Orbit so it could remain in touch with
researchers.

Swift 3T eaT873T 600 fareltefiex 3=h fre=t gt aw (Low Earth Orbit) 7 T T a1 difes
Ig MR & TYH H I B |

e At such an altitude, the device without its own propulsion would eventually drift closer to the
earth and burn up in the atmosphere.

U FTS IR, AT FG T TONGS TOTTe & el T§ IT0T 3clel: Gt & fovehe 31 Sirwem 3R
ARIASH A T oA T STelehy 7ISC gl ST

Questions and answers to fl;pe previous day’s daily quiz:

1.Einstein’s Special Relativity paper was first published in
this journal. Ans: Annalen der Physik

2. The original German title of Einstein’s 1905 paper on
Special Relativity. Ans: Zur Elektrodynamik bewegter
Korper (On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies)

3. According to Special Relativity, this physical quantity
remains invariant for all inertial observers. Ans: The speed
of light in vacuum (c)

4. This paradox describes a travelling twin returning younger
than the twin who remained on Earth. Ans: The Twin
Paradox.

5. This 1305 paper was published after his Special Relativity
paper and is often regarded as completing the “miracle
year”. Ans: Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon Ilts
Energy Content? (introducing mass-energy
equivalence)

Visual: This interferometer was used in a landmark 1887
experiment which paved the way for Einstein's Special
Theory of Relativity. Ans: The Michelson-Morley
experiment

Early birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Sukdev Shet| Bhavya
Pandey| Prem Nath Tiwari

observers.

01J7. QUIZ

2. The original German title of Einstein’s 1905
paper on Special Relativity.

e Einstein originally wrote the paper in German,
and its title translates into English as "On the
Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies."

e Itintroduced the Special Theory of Relativity,
explaining how the laws of physics remain the same for
all observers moving at constant velocity.

e Remarkably, the paper did not mention the
word "relativity" in its title; the revolutionary concept
became widely recognized only afterward.

e The paper fundamentally changed scientific
understanding by showing that space and time are
interconnected, laying the foundation for modern
relativistic physics.

3. According to Special Relativity, this physical
guantity remains invariant for all inertial

e The speed of light in vacuum, represented by c, is exactly 299,792,458 metres per
second, a value fixed by international standards.
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e Einstein's second postulate states that this speed remains constant for every inertial
observer, regardless of the motion of the light source or the observer.

e This invariance explains phenomena such as time dilation, length contraction, and the
relativity of simultaneity.

e |t also forms the basis of modern technologies including the Global Positioning System
(GPS), whose satellite clocks require relativistic corrections for accurate positioning.

e The constant speed of light is now one of the fundamental constants of nature and
underpins both Special and General Relativity.

4. This paradox describes a travelling twin returning younger than the twin who remained on
Earth.

e The Twin Paradox is a famous thought experiment illustrating the effects of time dilation
predicted by Special Relativity.

e One twin travels in a spacecraft at a speed close to the speed of light, while the other
remains on Earth.

e When the travelling twin returns, less time has passed for the traveller than for the twin on
Earth, making the traveller biologically younger.

o The apparent paradox is resolved because the travelling twin experiences acceleration and
deceleration, changing reference frames, while the Earth-bound twin remains approximately
in one inertial frame.

e Experimental evidence from atomic clocks, high-speed aircraft, and satellites has repeatedly
confirmed the reality of relativistic time dilation.

5. This 1905 paper was published after his Special Relativity paper and is often
regarded as completing the “Miracle Year”.

e Einstein published this short paper in September 1905, shortly after his Special Relativity
paper.

e ltintroduced the famous equation E = mc?, showing that mass and energy are equivalent
and can be converted into one another.

e According to the equation, even a very small amount of mass corresponds to an enormous
amount of energy because it is multiplied by the square of the speed of light.

e This principle explains the energy released in nuclear fission, nuclear fusion, and many
astrophysical processes such as the energy production inside the Sun.

e The concept of mass—energy equivalence remains one of the cornerstones of modern physics
and has applications in nuclear energy, particle physics, and cosmology.

This interferometer was used in alandmark 1887 experiment which paved the way for
Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity.

e The Michelson—-Morley Experiment was conducted in 1887 by Albert A. Michelson and
Edward W. Morley using a highly precise interferometer.

e The experiment attempted to detect the hypothetical luminiferous ether, which scientists
then believed was the medium through which light travelled.

e The experiment produced a null result, finding no evidence of Earth's motion through such
an ether.

e This unexpected result challenged classical physics and suggested that the speed of light
remains constant regardless of Earth's motion.

¢ The findings became one of the most important experimental foundations that later supported
Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity, eliminating the need for the ether hypothesis.
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HRT & 39 S-S ST A 709 T Farfaat gt

01J7 | Centre exploring reintroduction of tigers in suitable landscapes in Bengal:
Minister
Fe TFRTH T F 39T TRGRAT 7 aral & Terdarer FY WHTIAT Temer WET & FA
01J7 | India seeks clarity as ‘tipping points’ rock Bonn climate talks

Ca)|

‘FeRar aiSew’ &t AT 3ot f3aTe F S R & iet STerarg arar3it & Fasear iy AT

India adds 709 new species to its fauna database

Shiv
KOLKATA

India added 709 species to
its fauna in 2025, which in-
cludes 483 species new to
science and 226 species re-
corded for the first time in
India. The country also ad-
ded 353 taxa to its flora, of
which 14 are infraspecific
taxa.

The details of new dis-
coveries and new records
by the Zoological Survey of
India and Botanical Survey
of India were released by
Union Minister for Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Bhupender
Yadav in Kolkata on
Tuesday.

Kerala highest in fauna
“India’s total faunal biodi-
versity now stands at
1,05,953 species, reaffirm-
ing its status as one of the
world’s premier mega di-
verse nations,” a press
statement from Zoological
Survey of India said.

A State-wide analysis of

Enriching data: Among the fauna discovered in 2025 is Myotis

.

himalaicus, a new species of Himayalan bat. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the new animal discoveries
point out that Kerala re-
corded the highest 98 new
species of animals, fol-
lowed by West Bengal with
76 species, Karnataka 67
species and Arunachal Pra-
desh 65 species of fauna.

Among the animal
groups added to the coun-
try’s fauna database, Hy-
menoptera  contributed
the highest number of ad-
ditions (106).

This was followed by Le-
pidoptera (65), Diptera

(64), Arachnida (64), Cole-
optera (55) and Pisces (50),
reflecting the remarkable
diversity and continuing
discovery of India’s inver-
tebrate fauna.

Among the crucial fauna
discovered in 2025, Myotis
himalaicus, a new species
of Himayalan bat. Ptycto-
laemus  mamdaphaensis
and Ptyctolaemu siangen-
sis are two newly disco-
vered species of green fan-
throated lizard and Lyco-
don irwini, a species

commonly known as Ir-
win’s wolf snake.

Of the 353 plant taxa ad-
ded to the country’s floral
database, 221 taxa have
been described as new to
science, while 132 taxa re-
present new distributional
records for India, thereby
expanding the known geo-
graphical range of several

plant groups and enriching
the country’s floristic
inventory.

A State-wise analysis of
the plant discoveries indi-
cates that Arunachal Pra-
desh emerged as the lead-
ing contributor with 49
discoveries, followed by
Uttarakhand (39) and Kera-
la (37).

Vascular plants

The Plant Discoveries,
2025 documents 154 an-
giosperms, three pterido-
phytes, 13 bryophytes, 62
lichens, 93 fungi, 22 algae,
and six microbes. Among
the most notable discover-
ies are several wild rela-
tives of economically and

01J7. India adds 709 new species to its fauna database

AR & 39 S-S 3w 7 709 7§ wanforar st

ecologically  significant
plant groups, including Be-
gonia, Impatiens (bal-
sams), legumes, and
orchids.

“Approximately 43% of
the newly described taxa
belong to vascular plants,
while the remaining dis-
coveries comprise a wide
array of non-vascular or-
ganisms, highlighting the
growing scientific attention
being accorded to these ec-
ologically significant
groups,” a press statement
by the Botanical Survey of
India said.

Among the plants disco-
vered Polystichum sian-
gense, a recently disco-
vered species of fern
belonging to the family
Dryopteridaceae found in
Siang district of Arunachal
Pradesh, Miliusa beddo-
mei, and new wild member
of the custard apple family
discovered from Western
Ghats and Hericium indi-
cum is a recently disco-
vered species of wild edi-
ble tooth-fungus.

e India added 709 species to its fauna in 2025, which includes 483 species new to science

and 226 species recorded for the first time in India.

HR o 2025 # 379+ ST-Siq (Fauna) ST # 709 7§ Yonfarat sirsr, foi=1t 483 yenforat
foriret & forw qoie: % § T 226 Jenfaat ggel ) HRd H gof 1 1S 8

e A State-wise analysis of the new animal discoveries points out that Kerala recorded the
highest 98 new species of animals, followed by West Bengal with 76 species, Karnataka
with 67 species, and Arunachal Pradesh with 65 species of fauna.

TS T ST & USTAR FARATOT 3 TN, el 3 FaIfras 98 7§ T Tl Gof 1 T8,
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ST SIc; IIRTH STl (76 FSATAAN), Failedh (67 TSAMAAT) TUT FFOTT TS (65 TSN HT
AT |

Among the animal groups added to the country’s fauna database, Hymenoptera contributed
the highest number of additions (106).

<er o S-S 3TAW A il 7T 9] HHEH & Hymenoptera T FdTTereh rater=l TgT, forasl 106
a1 yfafteat enfaer g
This was followed by Lepidoptera (65), Diptera (64), Arachnida (64), Coleoptera (55), and

Pisces (50), reflecting the remarkable diversity and continuing discovery of India’s
invertebrate fauna.

3 §1G Lepidoptera (65), Diptera (64), Arachnida (64), Coleoptera (55) dT Pisces (50)
T T V6T, ST IRl oh HFAThT S-S T Seol@ery [Afaerdr TuT oo g W@ Tt &
gfar gl

Among the crucial fauna discovered in 2025, Myotis himalaicus, a new species of
Himalayan bat; Ptyctolaemus mamdaphaensis and Ptyctolaemus siangensis, two newly
discovered species of green fan-throated lizard; and Lycodon irwini, a species commonly
known as Irwin’s wolf snake.

2025 # WSl 918 Fgwayol shig-siq Fenfaat # Myotis himalaicus, SiT RATeRl T#7aNgs 1 7S
gafa &; Ptyctolaemus mamdaphaensis Td Ptyctolaemus siangensis, Sit g% 9&-arel arely
f&9aell (Green Fan-throated Lizard) &7 ar A8 YS{adT &; d2T Lycodon irwini, o &
AT T Tot FAh el S §, e §

A State-wise analysis of the plant discoveries indicates that Arunachal Pradesh emerged
as the leading contributor with 49 discoveries, followed by Uttarakhand (39) and Kerala
(37).

qeg @elt & TR FAAYT & 9T ToiT & foh IFF0Tmerer 92T 49 @Y & a1y oY o 3T, 39
e, 30X@S (39) TUT FTel (37) FHT TATH T

Vascular plants

Hagal 9Igq

The Plant Discoveries, 2025 documents 154 angiosperms, 3 pteridophytes, 13
bryophytes, 62 lichens, 93 fungi, 22 algae, and 6 microbes.

Plant Discoveries, 2025 # 154 3gadtsi (Angiosperms), 3 TREG1EEH (Pteridophytes),
13 STATHTSEH (Bryophytes), 62 dTgde, 93 Fad (Fungi), 22 AATe (Algae) TAT 6 GEHST
(Microbes) T GETdSien 0T fohaT AT & |
Among the most notable discoveries are several wild relatives of economically and

ecologically significant plant groups, including Begonia, Impatiens (balsams), legumes, and
orchids.

FIY SeERT Wl 3 3 v aRTeufe gfée & Fecaqot ored gt & #S Sl wath
(Wild Relatives) 2nf&e &, {5187 Begonia, Impatiens (Balsams), gelgt 9 (Legumes) daT
3itf&s (Orchids) 7@ &1

“Approximately 43% of the newly described taxa belong to vascular plants, while the
remaining discoveries comprise a wide array of non-vascular organisms, highlighting the

growing scientific attention being accorded to these ecologically significant groups,” a press
statement by the Botanical Survey of India said.

AR gareafer GE&ToT (BSI) o 9F defcied & AR, "$ AfOTd SFAT & & SIS 43% Hagad!
qreq) § Gafd &, ST AV @il i yorR & 3rdage! shal & gafa &, S s
aifeufadrr gfte & Agcayol Fgl W d6d daTlets EAT i gefid § 1"

Among the plants discovered, Polystichum siangense, a recently discovered species of fern
belonging to the family Dryopteridaceae found in Siang district of Arunachal Pradesh;
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Miliusa beddomei, a new wild member of the custard apple family discovered from the

Western Ghats; and Hericium indicum, a recently discovered species of wild edible tooth-

fungus.

ISt 31T 9@ dedt # Polystichum siangense, Sit 3T%oITerer Yeer & faier forer & aram arar
Dryopteridaceae el &I Teh T et &; Miliusa beddomei, Sit afersl are & @it rar

Hiareher Fel (Custard Apple Family) 3T #70T STl Hedd &; AT Hericium indicum, it gTel €1

 EIST TS SAaTelt WIET TI-HI T T 7S Follfel g

Centre exploring reintroduction of tigers
in suitable landscapes in Bengal: Minister

Press Trust of India
KOLKATA

Union Minister of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change Bhupender Yadav
on Tuesday said the Centre
is exploring the reintroduc-
tion of tigers in suitable
landscapes across West
Bengal through scientific
planning, while asserting
that conservation has be-
come an integral part of In-
dia’s development agenda.

Citing the success of tiger
reintroduction in Sariska in
Rajasthan, where the popu-
lation has increased from
zero in 2008 to 56 at pre-
sent, Mr. Yadav said the go-
vernment is exploring the
possibility of reintroducing
tigers in suitable habitats in
West Bengal, the home of
the Royal Bengal Tiger.

R

He also highlighted the
country’s  conservation
gains, saying the number of
tiger reserves has risen
from 47 to 58 since 2014,
while the population of
Asiatic lions has increased
from 523 in 2015 to 891 in
2026. Referring to India’s
biodiversity, Mr. Yadav said
that despite accounting for
only 2.4% of the world’s
land area, the country is

ord of the forest: A tiger in Bengal’s Sundarbans. FILE PHOTO

home to 7% to 8% of all re-
corded species.
Highlighting the govern-
ment’s conservation initia-
tives, the Minister said India
has shifted from a reactive
approach to a proactive one
to environmental gover-
nance since 2014.
“Conservation is no lon-
ger viewed as an isolated
environmental concern. It
is now an integral pillar of

our vision for sustainable
development,” he said.

Mr. Yadav said India is
contributing to global envi-
ronmental action through
initiatives such as Mission
LiFE, the International So-
lar Alliance, the Interna-
tional Big Cat Alliance and
the Global Biofuel Alliance.

Ramsar sites
The number of Ramsar sites
has expanded from 24 to
100 during the period,
while the area notified as
eco-sensitive zones has
grown significantly.
Stressing the importance
of scientific documentation
in conservation, he said in-
stitutions such as the Zoo-
logical Survey of India and
the Botanical Survey of In-
dia play a crucial role in
protecting biodiversity.

01J7. Centre exploring reintroduction of tigers in suitable landscapes in

Bengal: Minister

&g IREH T F 39gFT IRt 7 aral F gerdaer Hr HHESAT T @7 e JA
e Citing the success of tiger reintroduction in Sariska in Rajasthan, where the population has
increased from zero in 2008 to 56 at present, Mr. Yadav said the government is exploring the
possibility of reintroducing tigers in suitable habitats in West Bengal, the home of the Royal
Bengal Tiger.

ST & FREHT & el F GAdaer S Theldl I Seold Hid g,m“ara’f@rﬁwzooa#
AT W TGH IAATT A 56 81 315 8, AT ATea o Fgl o TR aftersy qamer, S Warer el T
T WTehicieh T¥aTH &, & 3UgeFl ATl (Habitats) 3 STal & YeTsider il FHEAT T AT HT

W@E
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He also highlighted the country’s conservation gains, saying the number of tiger reserves
has risen from 47 to 58 since 2014, while the population of Asiatic lions has increased from
523 in 2015 to 891 in 2026.

3egiel & T A0 Harelt STATRIAT T Ieid I §U el o 2014 § TRIR Rerall 1 FEAT 47
H TG 58 &Y 915 &, STafeh TS Y iy T&ar 2015 F 523 § I 2026 H 891 &) TS B

Referring to India’s biodiversity, Mr. Yadav said that despite accounting for only 2.4% of the
world’s land area, the country is home to 7% to 8% of all recorded species.

mﬁﬁa-ﬁﬁmwmmgeﬁmﬁm%%aaa:weﬂmwmm%
TEEaT glet o STas[e, R # Ta9a &l gof hl IS Fel WATAT T 7% F 8% HIIT TIAT AT & |

Highlighting the government’s conservation initiatives, the Minister said India has shifted
from a reactive approach to a proactive approach to environmental governance since
2014.

TYHT T HTTOT Tgrell T Ieeid il U #3A1 & g ok 2014 & STe 81X F TATaONT el &
& # wfafrarcas gitesior & wfea gffemior 1 3K aRad= fFarg |
Mr. Yadav said India is contributing to global environmental action through initiatives such

as Mission LiFE, the International Solar Alliance, the International Big Cat Alliance, and
the Global Biofuel Alliance.

A 1T  FgT F HRT RTF gITaoiT 9Im™&EY & Mission LiFE, aRmsd @ et
(International Solar Alliance), m@ﬂﬁﬂhm(lnternaﬂonal Big Cat Alliance)
Jr g Aa-§4re rsaE (Global Biofuel Alliance) SIEY Tgdll & ATETH & ISR & &8l

Ramsar sites
HAT T

The number of Ramsar sites has expanded from 24 to 100 during the period, while the area
notified as eco-sensitive zones has grown significantly.

=9 31afer 7 THAR TYT HT &I 24 T TehT 100 8 378 &, T nRTEafadrr sagTehe aE=t
(Eco-Sensitive Zones) E}?Wﬁmﬂﬁﬁmﬁaﬂmﬁﬁiﬁﬁgﬁ%l

Stressing the importance of scientific documentation in conservation, he said institutions
such as the Zoological Survey of India (ZSl) and the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) play
a crucial role in protecting biodiversity.

Wmﬁﬁammﬂémﬁwaﬂaﬁgcﬁﬁmﬁsmwﬁﬁm (zSI) T
HRAT gereafer @fator (BSI) SHElT T Sta-faferar & waTor 7 3rdd Ageayot i s
gl
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India seeks clarity as ‘tipping points’
rock Bonn climate talks

At the Bonn climate talks, when India urged caution on how the term ‘tipping point'is defined and used. the European Union said that amounted to ‘misinformation’

Rishika P:

t the Bonn climate talks in

Germany on June 8-18,

alongside the usual laundry list

of contested themes such as
climate finance, tipping points became an
unexpected source of debate and
controversy.

According to the Earth Negotiations
Bulletin, India urged care and clarity in
using terms like “tipping points”, which it
said would present challenges around
defining the idea and cautioned against
mis-ct icating or implifying
the science.

However, the European Union
muddied the waters by raising concerns
about “coordinated misinformation” and
“obstruction”.

Complexities, uncertainties

A climate tipping point is a threshold in
the earth’s climate system beyond which
a part of it jumps into a new state.

Once such a tipping point has been
crossed, changes can happen faster or
harder to reverse on human timescales,
even if the original cause of the change is
removed.

For example, say warming in the Arctic
melts enough sea ice to expose large areas
of dark ocean. These waters could absorb
more heat, causing more warming and
even more melting. With enough heat,
this cycle may be able to continue on its
own, rendering recovery very difficult.

However, it is difficult to project tipping
points in the climate because of
complexities in the climate system and
uncertainties in the input data.

Climate communicators also struggle
with this concept: some see it as a catalyst
for urgent action while others have
argued that its inherent uncertainties
undermine its value for policymaking.

In fact, climate-related drivers of
directly experienced disasters, such as
extreme rainfall or heatwaves, are
sometimes seen as more effective for
raising public awareness of climate
change and the need for climate action
than the relatively abstract concept of
climate tipping points.

However, the risks that tipping points
carry are significantly larger than routine
climate-induced disasters, and thus raise
larger questions about how people can
adapt to the effects of a breached tipping
point.

Multiple thresholds
Tipping points have non-linear behaviour.
This means they don’t increase at the
same pace or intensity at which
greenhouse gases accumulate in the
environment. Instead, even small
increases in temperature can trigger
large, self-amplifying feedback loops.
Aside from warming in Arctic,
potential climate tipping points include a
‘dieback’ of the Amazon rainforest (i.e.
the risk of the forest reverting to being a
savannah), the collapse of an ocean
current called the Atlantic meridional
overturning circulation (AMOC), the
mass-bleaching of coral reefs, changes in
the monsoons over India and West Africa,

Scientists study the Atlantic overturnil

& ci

a of warm and cold waters that stretches from around Greenland to beyond the tip

of Africa and into the Indian Ocean. The risks that tipping points carry are significantly larger than routine climate-induced disasters. Ap

While human societies will be better off
not threatening any of the climate tipping
points, there are also positive social
tipping points in the climate space — such
as the adoption of renewable energy.
Once these technologies win a critical
adoption level, some experts have
argued, they will be on track to large-scale
adoption.

Contesting tipping points

That said, many experts have also said
tipping points raise more questions than
provide answers.

Scientists also still struggle to project
when the AMOC will collapse or when the
Amazon rainforest will transition into a
savannah ecosystem.

One reason is that scientists have to
work with projected emissions and
temperature ranges in future and, based
on that, they have returned with
indications that certain climate systems
will change slowly rather than suddenly to
new states.

For example, one Science Advances
paper in April noted that AMOC could
slow down by 51%, rather than altogether
collapse, by 2100 in a medium-emissions
scenario.

This conclusion also depends on the
model context because it is not a direct
forecast: the paper only aimed to identify
which model projections were more
credible than others. In other words,
uncertainties are implicit in the data and
cannot be removed using more data
alone.

In fact, research suggests that scientists
may be able to identify fixed tipping
points clearly only in post facto analysis
from a historical lens. Meaning, in
hindsight.

And in the case of complex ecosystems
like the Amazon rainforest, whose fate is

Many scientists and science
communicators agree that
clearly communicating
scientific uncertainty is a good
thing because it builds trust

tipping points based only on changes in
the climate would miss influences due to,
say, cattle-ranching and human
deforestation — and underestimate the
implications of a change to a savannah.

That said, some scientists have also
contested whether tipping points will be
abrupt. For example, ice sheets deplete
over thousands of years — which is far
from abrupt for human observers.

A faux threshold

There is a popular notion that the earth’s
surface warming beyond 1.5 degree
Celsius is a tipping point. The confusion
persists even among participants in
climate negotiations, research published
in 2019 found.

However, negotiators adopted this
number as well as 2 degrees Celsius at the
COP21 climate talks in 2015 as a political
target based on scientific evidence that
warming beyond 1 degrees Celsius, 1.5
degrees Celsius or 2 degrees Celsius will
increasingly disrupt the climate. The
temperature goals are not tipping points
in and of themselves.

At the Bonn climate talks, when India
urged caution on how the term ‘tipping
point’ is defined and used, the European
Union said that amounted to
“misinformation”.

Specifically, India argued that the term
“tipping point’ entails “definitional
challenges”. This much has been
acknowledged in independent scientific
research and in state-led efforts. For
instance, the U.K.’s national

consensus on terminology for high impact
climate events and tipping point risks’.
According to a project document:
“Unclear and inconsistent terminology for
high impact climate phenomena,
including concepts such as tipping points,
irreversibility, ‘collapse’ and ‘shutdown’,
presents a substantial barrier to clear
understanding of Earth system risks.”

‘Way from here

Many scientists and science
communicators agree that clearly
communicating scientific uncertainty is a
good thing because it builds trust.

Both false alarm and a false sense of
hope can affect credibility when, say, a
projection or a forecast doesn’t come to
pass. The risk — rather than the certainty
— implicit in tipping points is also
significant enough to warrant climate
action.

In one 2025 article in Nature Climate
Change, researchers from Canada,
Switzerland, the U.K., and the U.S.
criticised the ‘tipping points’ framework
for “oversimplifying the diverse dynamics
of complex natural and human systems
and for conveying urgency without
fostering a meaningful basis for climate
action.”

They also called for more clarity,
especially on the degree of abruptness,
the reversibility of changes, and
feedback-driven self-amplification.

“Climate change is already causing
demonstrable and obvious harm around
the world,” the researchers wrote. In
tipping point discourse, on the other
hand, “there is no specific increment of
temperature increase that science can
identify as the boundary between our
current, already-dangerous climate and a
future catastrophic climate, and no
justification for doomism and paralysis
while the world continues to warm.”

THE GIST

At the Bonn climate talks in
Germany on June 8-18,
tipping points became an
unexpected source of debate
and controversy

v

India urged care and clarity in
using terms like “tipping
points”, which it said would
present challenges around
defining the idea and
cautioned against
mis-communicating or
oversimplifying the science

v

Itis difficult to project tipping
points in the climate because
of complexities in the climate
system and uncertainties in the
input data

closely tied to millions of tribal and urban
and the of the G i bers and
ice sheet.

y meteorological office is working on a

project titled ‘An Up-HILL Battle: Building

(Rishika Pardikar is a freelance
journalist. rishika.s.pardikar@gmail.com)

C
artisanal enterprises, a projection of

01J7. India seeks clarity as ‘tipping points’ rock Bonn climate talks
‘FeRer aisew’ I AaT 3cde faTe F i R & St STerary ararsit F Faeear @ AT
$r
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At the Bonn climate talks in Germany on June 8-18, alongside the usual laundry list of
contested themes such as climate finance, tipping points became an unexpected source of
debate and controversy.

ST 7 8-18 T T AT et STaTy ATr3t 7, FTerary e S Qrareaa: farfed fawt
el Il o |ry-ary R aigew v &9 & 5w 3N faare 1 v we1 91w |

According to the Earth Negotiations Bulletin, India urged care and clarity in using terms like
“tipping points”, which it said would present challenges around defining the idea and
cautioned against mis-communicating or oversimplifying the science.

3 AMATA FATE & 3TER, R A “Refar digew S ereal & w27 7 Fraerr 3k
TISEAT Sclot 2T HTITE TehdT AT heT foh S IR & TR et & Faitforar § 3R faremmer
T ITeTd GOYUT 37T 3T TAH TLAEIUT el & ST ARV

Complexities, uncertainties

S, SRR v

A climate tipping point is a threshold in the earth’s climate system beyond which a part of it
jumps into a new state.

Srerary fefier aige gedt T STefary JoTTelt 1 ag AT § Tordeh 3T SHRT IS 19T Teh 7S HTEAT
:frq"g”rirsrraT%"l

Once such a tipping point has been crossed, changes can happen faster or harder to
reverse on human timescales, even if the original cause of the change is removed.

Teh IR U7 fEfeT 9iEe UR &1 91 W), 9Rad= 31T dig a1fa & 8 Tehd & 1 AT THT-A1T W]
37 3ICHT Tchd Hide &1 Hehdl &, el & TRecleT T FHeT HROUT HATCH Y TeT AT |

For example, say warming in the Arctic melts enough sea ice to expose large areas of dark
ocean.

3ETER0T & T, Ife kT 7 aoelt a1t Soieh TG 9t e S 3 718 1T & HFER &
faremer 817 39 & STV |
These waters could absorb more heat, causing more warming and even more melting.

A STl 317 AT 3/aNRT X bt &, T 317 3170 71 o 31k 310 Rrerema g ashar
gl

With enough heat, this cycle may be able to continue on its own, rendering recovery very
difficult.

THTC SSAT Aol 9 Ig Hsh T &1 TelclT I§ Hehll 8, ToTa@ Teadiiee el hidet gF STl g

However, it is difficult to project tipping points in the climate because of complexities in the
climate system and uncertainties in the input data.

gTellieh, STeTTY UTC ShT STTEETcT3i 3R STerstr 3iiehst shr JTATRTAIN o HROT STerary fefar
QISCH T YAl AT oalleAT hide ¢ |

Multiple thresholds
A HAW

Tipping points have non-linear behaviour.

R aigew &1 cgagr RXET B ¥

Aside from warming in Arctic, potential climate tipping points include a ‘dieback’ of the
Amazon rainforest (i.e. the risk of the forest reverting to being a savannah), the collapse of
an ocean current called the Atlantic meridional overturning circulation (AMOC), the
mass-bleaching of coral reefs, changes in the monsoons over India and West Africa, and
the disintegration of the Greenland ice sheet.

3T feT & goclt art & faRerd e storarg fefiar qige & 3T aviae F &wor, AT
35 WA  URafcld gl 1 ST, sreaifes ARTBATer staRefetr g (AMOC) %
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EaEd gletT, waTer Rt &1 sarae e, sTRe T aftest anheT & At 7 gRade aur
Herels v =1 fawes afAa B |

While human societies will be better off not threatening any of the climate tipping points, there
are also positive social tipping points in the climate space — such as the adoption of
renewable energy.

AT AeTd FATS & TIT Ig Sgc gram Toh ol off SToraryg Ref¥er wige & @er & & s7ar &7,
mmmmﬁ@mmmmmg,mmmm
HYATAT|

Once these technologies win a critical adoption level, some experts have argued, they will be
on track to large-scale adoption.

Fo faAwa 1 % § o ve IR 3 WAl va Ageaqut Tliepfa a3 dred X o, dt e
93 YA R TER GiATRET g Sea|

Contesting tipping points
e uigew X e

That said, some scientists have also contested whether tipping points will be abrupt.

T o, oo A=MTeTeoht F 58 o1 9T 31 9oaT Sora ¢ Tk o fefier aigew areda & srameish afed
giar|

For example, ice sheets deplete over thousands of years — which is far from abrupt for
human observers.

3aTE0T & ToIv, =R &7 &7 gkl auf 7 8T §, i AleTd gfSe ¥ 31=ITeleh glel dTell el 8!
gl

A faux threshold

T FiAw dar

At the Bonn climate talks, when India urged caution on how the term ‘“tipping point’ is
defined and used, the European Union said that amounted to “misinformation”.

alet STeaTg arci3it 7 STa o o Fefier aige” eree i g 3R 38 JAeT 7 Faem=h s
T 31737 T, I I TG o 3 “goqaR” S|

Specifically, India argued that the term ‘tipping point’ entails “definitional challenges”.
TS & &, #Ra o 7 e o fefdfar aige” eree; & “aRemtens galfaat’ fafea €

This much has been acknowledged in independent scientific research and in state-led efforts.
3T LT H TGAT AN HTHTAT FAT TeT-Accd el TATH 3 7 TR foram aram &

According to a project document: “Unclear and inconsistent terminology for high impact
climate phenomena, including concepts such as tipping points, irreversibility,
‘collapse’ and ‘shutdown’, presents a substantial barrier to clear understanding of
Earth system risks.”

RIS SEATAS & 3TAN: “Fed TG a1l Srerary aRereanstt & faw srease i ardera
eregraelt, foret fefier afgew, sraRaceiiaan, ‘oo aur ‘eresEa St srauront anfaer 8, gedt
yorTelt & TR Y Fove THF F v T aTT T FA §1”

Way from here

31ar Y feam

Many scientists and science communicators agree that clearly communicating scientific
uncertainty is a good thing because it builds trust.
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3t dafae 3R AT GaRe 5@ 919 & TgAd ¢ o denfas srfafRaadar 1 Tase uvor ear
3T & FAIfF 3T 92Ty 1 AT 8 ar 81

e Both false alarm and a false sense of hope can affect credibility when, say, a projection or a
forecast doesn’t come to pass.

TS I FETOT AT TaTe]HTT HeY TG 6T Icll, TS FST WX T Habhel cTT FST AT Y St
21T &Y TATHATIAT &Y TSI Y T &

e The risk — rather than the certainty — implicit in tipping points is also significant enough to
warrant climate action.

Reffar aigew & fea sf@, &1 o 3erehr fRerera, saeTr Agcayol § 7o g Srerarg wRars &
3TLTHdT 1 3T ST B

GS Paper Il1: Internal Security 01 July 2026
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Criminal justice system’s digital push aims for a full roll-out by next year

3Tt =T yorel #1 BfaeehiEtor srrer a¥ a@ qut w9 § @1y A w1 AaT
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Criminal justice system’s digital push
aims for a full roll-out by next year

However, data maintained by the NCRB shows only 46% of FIRs were digitally transmitted to courts; out of 36 States, UTs,

Haryana, Goa, Assam, Punjab, and Chandigarh have implemented all parameters, while 23 States are above national average

Vijaita Sin
NEW DELHI

rom January 1, 2027,
F procedures related

to all investigations
and trials under the new
criminal laws will be re-
corded digitally, a senior
Home Ministry official said
on Tuesday.

The official said the na-
tionwide rollout of the In-
teroperable Criminal Jus-
tice System (ICJS) - which
integrates police, courts,
prisons, forensics, and
prosecution on a single
platform - is expected to
be completed soon, with
emphasis on end-to-end
digital workflow.

The data will be stored
in the government-owned
cloud platform MeghRaj.

However, data main-
tained by the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) showed that the
first information report
(FIR) consumption by
courts, the  process
through which cases are
electronically transmitted
to and received by court
systems, was at 46%, less
than half of the cases
registered.

The three new criminal
laws, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Sakshya Sanhita (BSS), and
Bharatiya Nagarik Su-

Digital drive

The digitisation aims to make way for faster, more transparent,

and integrated justice delivery nationwide

m25 new forensic
laboratories have been
added in two years to
support mandatory

m All investigations and trials under
BNS, BSS, and BNSS will be digitally
recorded and stored on the MeghRaj
government cloud platform

u The Interoperable Criminal
Justice System (ICJS) connects
police, courts, prisons, prosecution,
and forensic laboratories on a single
platform

= Over 63,500 zero-FIRs have been
registered, allowing complaints to
be filed regardless of jurisdiction
and transferred electronically

mlmplementation has risen from
46.47% to 70,06% since January
2025, with improved chargesheet
compliance and millions of digital

forensic investigations

evidence IDs and e-summons generated

raksha Sanhita (BNSS), re
placed the Indian Penal
Code (1860), Indian Evi-
dence Act (1872), and the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (1898), respectively.

These came into effect
on July 1, 2024, and in the
past two years, 74.66 lakh
FIRs have been filed under
BNS. Since these laws re-
quire upgraded infrastruc-
ture and forensic capabili-
ties, States and Union
Territories have been given
five years to implement all
the pillars of criminal jus-
tice system.

As many as 63,572 zero-
FIRs, those which can be

filed irrespective of juris-
diction, have been regis-
tered under the BNSS.
Though the provision ex-
isted earlier, the BNSS gave
it a statutory backing. The
official said that around
13,000 zero-FIRs were filed
in different districts of the
same State and fell under
the category of “intra-State
transfers”.

The Crime and Criminal
Tracking and Network Sys-
tems, the platform which is
used to file FIRs across
16,000 police stations in
the country, has an option
to register cases in 23 lan-
guages and the Bhashini

App can translate the zero-
FIR to the language used in
the jurisdiction con-
cerned, the official said.

“A police person cannot
turn away a complainant
from filing a zero-FIR.
Once registered, the case is
transferred to the police
station concerned and
they can decide further
upon inquiry, if they want
to close the case or pursue
the investigation,” said the
official. Out of 36 States
and Union Territories, Ha-
ryana, Goa, Assam, Pun-
jab, and Chandigarh have
implemented all the pa-
rameters of the justice sys-
tem, while 23 States and
U.Ts, including Delhi, are
above the national average.
The official said due to con-
nectivity issues, some of
the northeastern States
were lagging behind.

More forensic labs
As the new laws make fo-
rensic examination of
crime scenes mandatory in
cases punishable by seven
years or more, as many as
25 new forensic laborato-
ries (FSL) were added in
the past two years, taking
the total number of labora-
tories from 129 in 2023 to
154 in 2025.

While in 2023, the fo-
rensic labs  received
8,44,589 cases for exami-

nation, out of which
4,64,879 were pending, in
2025, the cases received
were 11,11,798 with
3,90,786 pending. More
than 700 mobile forensic
units have been deployed
so far.

After the new laws came
into effect, the national im-
plementation score in-
creased from 46.47% (Ja-
nuary 2025) to 70.06%
(June 2026). The 60-day
chargesheet compliance
rose from about 51% to
67%, and the 90-day com-
pliance rose from about
40% to 61%. Additionally,
46.5 lakh digital evidence
(Sakshya) IDs were gener-
ated, and 56.74 lakh e-sum-
mons were served.

As on May 31, 2026,
there are 37.68 crore police
records, which include 9.9
crore FIRs and 7.64 crore
chargesheets in the data-
base, which can be ac-
cessed by police and inves-
tigating agencies.

The Ministry official said
that improving Internet
connectivity, especially in
remote and northeastern
parts of the country, stan-
dardising processes across
States and U.T.s, ensuring
full interoperability among
all criminal justice plat-
forms and training of per-
sonnel were some of the
challenges ahead.

01J7. Criminal justice system’s digital push aims for a full roll-out by next year

TR FAT yorel &1 Bforeeiaor srerer a¥ q& qut w9 F A1) FIA F A8

e From January 1, 2027, procedures related to all investigations and trials under the new
criminal laws will be recorded digitally, a senior Home Ministry official said on Tuesday.

1 SreradY 2027 W FT ATRAS FTefetl 3 ANl glat aten T3t SAtat T FRA=mor (Trials) @
Fafed ufshansit 1 fsfoeel &9 & Jrfererdienor faham STveT, T ST I[E HAET & Ush aiss
31T & HITeaR &Y

e The nationwide rollout of the Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) — which
integrates police, courts, prisons, forensics, and prosecution on a single platform — is
expected to be completed soon, with emphasis on end-to-end digital workflow.

SR H g3t Brfferer sif¥ew Rwea (1CIS) &1 frareaaet ofer QU1 g1t & HatrareTr &1
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Ig JoTell 9, warITeral, FRERT, BRIAF TEAmel, Tur FfiereT o I T § #e W Thichd
FAT & TUT IR F 3 d BfSed FRATA®E (End-to-End Digital Workflow) U T sef it
gl

The data will be stored in the government-owned cloud platform MeghRaj.
HYUT 32T T THR & FTHAT dTel FAT3S Telehie AEIST (MeghRaj) TR FRI&TT 1@ ST

However, data maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) showed that the
First Information Report (FIR) consumption by courts, the process through which cases
are electronically transmitted to and received by court systems, was at 46%, less than half of
the cases registered.

gTailTen, TS 3rorer Rais 543 (NCRB) & 3HTehst & I Telll ¢ o wATaTeral SaRT Y4 Faa
RAYE (FIR) 3T8eT (Consumption), 37121 ag Ushar e ATETe & ATHGT T Soiaclieleh €9 T
FATATTAT ek IWOT T W1 Bl &, el 46% &Y, S Goilehed HIHAGT & 318 § o A B

As many as 63,572 Zero FIRs, those which can be filed irrespective of jurisdiction, have
been registered under the BNSS.

BNSS & 3d91d 63,572 SRY THATEIR o &1 315 ¢, oo &SR (Jurisdiction) ST WRatg
o =TT el off oY 3 goT T ST AhaT B

The Crime and Criminal Tracking and Network Systems (CCTNS), the platform which is
used to file FIRs across 16,000 police stations in the country, has an option to register
cases in 23 languages and the Bhashini App can translate the Zero FIR into the language
used in the jurisdiction concerned, the official said.

F1sH U8 frfierer ¢fer us Aead R (CCTNS), foreeht 3udiier ger & 16,000 gfere amat ¥
THEIHTEHR &t et o ToIT FRar STTelT &, 23 a1renait 7 Aol & ande b glaer suersy § qar
syl A FETAT SRY TR AT 37 &IATRR T 18T H 37eTdle X Fehell 8

"A police person cannot turn away a complainant from filing a Zero FIR.
"ﬁémgﬁvaﬁwmmﬁsﬁﬂwmﬁwaﬁm@maﬁwml

Once registered, the case is transferred to the police station concerned and they can
decide further upon inquiry, if they want to close the case or pursue the investigation," said
the official.

Teh IR HIHCT &of 81 ST & STe; 36 Fel o IFAw ATt sht TATATIR o T SiTelr & 3R sirer &
3R 9T 98 I8 [T of Torar & o AT &Y §¢ 3 & 1 A" ST 3@ &, 31T8hRY o &heTl

As the new criminal laws make forensic examination of crime scenes mandatory in cases
punishable by seven years or more, as many as 25 new Forensic Science Laboratories
(FSLs) were added in the past two years, taking the total number of laboratories from 129 in
2023 to 154 in 2025.

TR AT AT FIeTeAl o Tocl AT I AT IHH AT h1 T dTel ATHC 3 TR FIT F
BRIFAF qHeTor Y 31fAarR 9= AT g, safov Rod &t ast & 25 9§ sRAF s g3t
(FSLs) T1fe & 978, Torady TTeITel3i i ol HEAT 2023 # 129 & dgahi 2025 7 154 &1 715

The 60-day chargesheet compliance rose from about 51% to 67%, and the 90-day
compliance rose from about 40% to 61%.

60 f&ait & sfiaw IRTTT (Chargesheet) SR FIA FY ITUTET IS 51% T TG 67% &1
a8, Staifeh 90 it Y IrTUTEAT STITSTT 40% TG 61% 8T TS|
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